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REGLONAL AFFAIPS 


LRANIAN EDITORIAL BLASTS SHAYKH OF AL-AZHAR 
Tehran KAYHAN AL-'ARABI in Arabic 13 Oct 86 p 11 
[Article by Fahmi al-Shinawi: "No, Shaykh of Al-Azhar, No"] 


[Text] The Shaykh of al-Azhar gave an interview to a secular daily “national- 
ist" newspaper, which I read after a while. I preferred to remain quiet for 
several reasons: I excused the Shaykh for going into hiding. A president of 
the republic, Muhammad Najib, had already accused one of the most important 
journalists of Egypt o! being an agent of American intelligence and another 
president had already put another of the most important journalists of Egypt, 
accused of intelligence contact with America, on trial and he was condemned to 
many years in prison. It had already been said that this publishing house had 
received printing presses from America for so many million and that it worked 
for this or that enemy. 


I excused the Shaykh and he was hunted in hiding. I lamented his fate and 
said "God protect him" so that the gloaters in Tel Aviv and the Vatican could 
not rejoice at our misfortune. 


Then, later, I read with surprise a text of this interview lavishly printed 
and distributed for free by the Iraqi Central Printing House on Sulayman Pasha 
Street. I learned that it was being distributed all over the Islamic, Chris- 
tian, and Jewish worlds through Iraqi bookstores. 


I said to myself, if “our Shaykh" took off his robe and turban and put on the 
uniform of the [Iraqi fighters and then said what he said, this would have been 
of less value than what he did. However, he is considered important in our 
religion, in our al-Azhar, and in Egypt, so each one of us has the right to 
mediate about what he says, to weight what he says, and that we judge what he 
says in order to justify the Dhimmah of Islam, al-Azhar, and Egypt. 


In the first place, I am not a learned man of religion and I am not as knowl- 
edgeable as "His Excellency." My “ignorance” cannot be weighed against the 
learning of His Excellency and I am ready to learn from him and to return to 
my senses, although I know that all through history priests, saints, and 
shaykhs have led their followers astray. God help us if our Shaykh is among 
them. I know also that a minister of al-Azhar, Shaykh Muhammad al-Bahi, wrote 
a book, entitled "My al-Azhar--Student, Teacher, and Minister," in which he 











confessed with complete and absolute frankness that he had been charged with 
the task of making al-Azhar University purely communist. He con- 

fessed, but only after he had left or been removed from al-Azhar! Our Shaykh 
has not taken off his robe and turban and has not put on an [raqi uniform; he 
still belongs to Egypt, so we must still value him and his speech, and all this 
in a friendly atmosphere without claiming religious knowledge coming from the 
Shaykh, for the most part, or about the Shaykh: There is just a superticial 
comparison between him and Khomeyni. 


Khomeyni reached his religious position in an election and reached his politi- 
cal position through the will of every Muslim in the streets of Iran in the 
face of the most despotic ruler that modern times have known. This was a 

ruler who prided himself on his peacock throne and entered al-Kazimiyah 
Mosque--as was affirmed to me personally by the dean of the Faculty of Medi- 
cine of al-Mawsil--with his shoes on, claiming that his shoes were cleaner 

than the carpets of the mosque! The science of Khomeyni and the thorough study 
of Islam I leave to the specialists--it is not my business. 


As fo. our Shaykh, I am deeply sorry--my grief flows for him intermittently-- 

appointed and enjoined, rightfully or wrongfully. I do not know, nor does any 
ordinary Muslim know. All that we know is that our Shaykh presented a bi 
on personal status, approving the desire of the second wite of the ruler, 
despite the fact that historically she has benefited from the legitimacy ot 
the second marriage. However, she herself wants to impose her opinion, her 
ideas, andher fragrance on society and on history. 


Another comparison between Khomeyni and Jadd al-Haqq, if the matter ills for 
comparison! 


Khomeyni was able to express the public opinion and to express the opinion 

the Muslim streets of Iran. He was able to get rid of the Shah and to get rid 
of all the politicians, just as a storm blows away the insignificant grains 
sand. He was able to cut off oil from Israel and to pursue the 
He nationalized all the banks including Israeli ones. He was able to stop 
Russia and America completely outside Iran's borders. 


What has Shaykh Jadd been able to do? Let us ask Russia, America, and Israel, 
too. Let us ask the man in the street, educated people, and soldiers. Let us 
ask workers and farmers. Let us ask all of them. 


What has he done in al-Azhar? Indeed, what did he do when Shar'iah law was 
abolished? Or when the Islamic waqfs were nationalized? Or when religious 
men were whipped? Or when they were killed under torture? Why didn't he 
resign, protest, or speak out? Indeed what does he de in al-Azhar now. If 
you entered inside, you would find that every one had publicly taken off the 
robe and the turban, flung them away, and put on a suit. Neither Jewish nor 
Christian men of religion have done such a thing in any place in the world. 
At the same time, we see laymen growing their beards and putting on robes and 
ordinary girls covering their heads and even their faces with veils. All ot 
these people are undertaking the role of al-Azhar in interpreting !slam and 
in fervor for Islam. They have become distressed at the paralysis of al-Azhar! 











By God, if it were not for the fact that I lament our Shaykh and that I am 
concerned for Egypt, the comparison would go on forever! 


A third and final comparison is between the position of each one of the class 
of men of celigion in general: Khomeyni says, and he carries out his words, 
that men of religion must direct society and that their place is at the top of 
society and not at the bottom. He has formed this opinion on the theory of 

the sovereignty of the theologian. This theory is not the sovereignty of men 
of religion, as the authorities say, nor is it theocracy, as the rumor-mongers 
say. It is commissioning not employing. It is trustworthiness, not prestige. 
Ic is responsibility, not profit. Above all, it is service and sacrific. 
Khomeyni has been elected and he has no equal in England or America. Neverthe- 
less, he sleeps on a mat and puts his clothes in a chest. His religious men go 
to the front lines and his ministers live on roofs and go out to buy their milk 
in casserole pans. This is a man of religion. 





Nobody has ever reproached him for taking money or using a car and no theologian 
has issued a law for the sake of the overlord's wife! 


There is absolutely no basis for comparison. Indeed any comparison wounds us 
deeply! But what is really painful is that the mission of one man is to raise 
religious men to the top of society, while the task of the other is to force 
them to the bottom of society, i.e., if he cannot chase them and wipe them out 
completely. Then he compares himself with the first man! 


The message of the two men: 


If is noteworthy that the newspaper that ran the interview with the Shaykh of 
al-Azhar put answers in his mouth. It is supposed to be the opposite, since 

the Shaykh is not an idol and the subject was exclusively religious. It was 
clear that the journalist had brought with her a number of ready-made statements 
about which she wanted to cross-examine the Shaykh or to which she wanted him to 
give a stamp of approval. 


It is to be noted also, however, that the journalist was more cautious and care- 
ful than the Shaykh, as if she were the hunter and he, the prey. 


l. The journalist asked if the Khomeyni phenomenon was reactionary. Note that 
she said the Khomeyni phenomenon and not Khomeyniism. The Shaykh obligingly 
answered extemporaneously without any thought that it was a political phenomenon 
far from Islam. And from then on, he referred to it repeatedly as "Khomeyni- 
ism," not as the Khomeyni phenomenon, as the cautious journalist had done. 


The journalist's next question was "Is its revolutionary nature (note the word 
revolutionary, after it was reactionary in the previous question) the source 
of its extremism? (As if the journalist is playing right and left with the 
Shaykh's thinking). 


The Shaykh answered: Yes, true Islam preaches "no coercion in religion." 
Khomeyniism, on the other hand, takes the path of terrorism! This is a dangerous 
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methods of judging. The Shaykh in this position resembles al-Sadat when he 
advised the West to attack Iran from Egyptian bases, assuring them that their 
luck would be better than his position in (Tabz) and better than Vietnam. He 
repeated this until they became fed up with him. 


I advise the Shaykh not to repeat these words, first of all, so that the West 
does not get fed up with him and, secondly, because the West has its own ideas, 
far different from the opinions of the Shaykh. 


3. Then the talented journalist--or those who gave her the intelligent ques- 

tions--continued to ask him three times about the secret of Khomeyni's magic. 

In the first question of this group, she asked about the secret of his attrac- 
tiveness to youth. The Shaykh, without thinking, said the media and financial 
backing! How is this magic, if Iran kept its ambassador and did not withdraw 

him? How is this so, if the radio was listened to and controlled. 


How is this so, if the offices, bookstores, and airline companies, and trans- 
portation services to Iraq are in Egypt? How is this its magic if it has an 
Islamic Ba'th Parcy. What about the media and financial support, O revered 
Shaykh? Has the West fallen prey to Iranian propaganda and Iranian financial 
support when it considered it as representing fundamentalist Islam and consid- 
ered it the extension of the image of Islam and a reiteration of it? 


Then concerning the second question of how to encompass the phenomenon--and I 
think that this was the true aim of the foreign agency that enlisted the aid of 
this journalist to do the interview, 


The Shaykh gave a logical response: the true Islam and true Islamic precepts, 
because the media does not do justice to Islamic culture. 


This is undisputably true. It refutes the current reality, not the reality of 
Khomeyni. If what our Shaykh demanded was provided, his opinion and our 

opinion would have changed for the better. However, if no one responded to the 
Shaykh's request, this means that they fear opening windows, letting light enter, 
and breaking apart mental shackles. 


Then the last in a series of questions, the author of which aimed them at the 
content of the Iranian revolution was, are the differences among the Arab 
governments the reason for Khomeyni's deteiioration? 


The Shaykh once again gave a true answer: Yes, and this has led to Khomeyni's 
polarization of many ideas. 


But the Shaykh did not say what he should have said: that Arab unity is the 
miracle of Islam. If unity had spent everything found on earth, it would not 
have united their hearts. God united them. Arab unity will not come about 
under the banner or Arab nationalism that Husayn Bin ‘Ali then Jamal 'Abd-al- 
Nasir raised; itmight gather the Persians under the banner of Islam, just as 
happened with the Turks under the banner of Islam, and happened in the days ot 
Salah al-Din al-Kurdi, and happened in the days of the Persian Abbasids before. 
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These important historical facts cannot be erased. They are also religious facts 
that it was a responsibility of Shaykh of al-Azhar to come out with openly. He 
should have announced that Arab unity was currently impossible except by joining 
with the Khomeyni Persians under the banner of Islam, which will make everyone 
equal. As for raising the banner of the Arab Ba'th in Iraq against the Persians, 
this will only lead to the splintering of the Arabs. 


4, Then the journalist asked about the truth of Khomeyni's claim about the liber- 
ation of Jerusalem through Iraq, a Ba'th question that had nothing to do with 
Jerusalem, but was directly related to Saddam personally. 


The Shaykh responded: It is a futile claim aimed at destroying Jerusalem and 
the other Islamic holy sites. This is clear in the movements made by the 
Khomeyniites during the pilgrimage rituals?! 


We have some observations: First, the Arab liberation of Jerusalem failed. 


Iraq refused in 1948 and said there are no orders and this expression was immor- 
tilized in history as "the Day of Judgment." After some years, an Iraqi pilot 
fled in a MiG to Tel Aviv. Three wars (1948, 1967, and 1973) took place revol- 
ving around Jerusalem. Iraq did not participate in any of them, even though the 
rest of the Arab countries did. 


So is iraq the one that will liberate Jerusalem now, after Israel has examined 
the matter and after having previously retreated three times? "Why don't we 
follow the liar to the door of the house?" Why doesn't Saddam Husayn resign 

and we go to Khomeyni and tell him, "Go ahead and liberate Jerusalem?" Jerusalem 
is the test. If they liberate Jerusalem, we will belicve in them; if not, we 
reject them. 


Is Saddam Husayn more dear to the Arabs than Jerusalem? 
Is this idol-worship and enslavement to individuals? 


Are the Arabs suffering from a relapse of idolatry that has been in the depths 
of their souls since before Islam and that will overcome them once again? 


Has Saddam Husayn become al-Lat [ancient Arabian deity] and the patient, enduring 
one? 


Can't the Shaykh of al-Azhar consult his conscience and free it? 


Has the hidden bondage to individuals reached such a level without anyone 
noticing? 


What worship and prayer is this that is unable to free us from bondage to 
individuals? 


5. Then the last questions of the skillful journalist concerned the concept of 
holy war and that it had turned into extremism at the hands of Khomeyni and 
thus was inconsistent with Islam. 








The Shaykh agreed with this and repeated what he had said about the lesser and 
greater holy wars and this is what many learned men of authority are repeating 
now, since they have become tired of repeating, "Obey God and the prophet and 
he will take care of you." The opposite result has occurred! Some of them 
repeated this with good intentions, because they were brought up in the shadow 
of imperialism and slavery and they wanted to justify submission and obedience 
by calling for fighting for its own sake, not for fighting the enemy or the 
usurper. This is clearly taking the words out of context concerning what [as 
published] the greater holy war comes about after the religious duty of the 
lesser holy war has been fulfilled, that is, killing. Then the greater holy 
war itself calls for us to strike at the opulence that lords among us surround 
themselves with and at insolence, wantonness, corruption, and falsification, not 
merely suppression of the weak and oppressed. 


One question remained stuffed in among the questions about Shiism and Sunnism 
and how Khomeyni criticizes the Companions of the Prophet (according to alle- 
gations). We say this: Sunnism and Shiism are Muslim twins who have one enemy: 
Russia, America, and Israel. Anything said to the contrary is clearly paid for 
by one of these three and anyone who says anything else is neither Sunni, 
Shiite, nor Muslim. 


As for Khomeyni's criticism of the Companions of the Prophet, these are claims 
against which we have not heard Khomeyni's defense. Who knows perhaps he is 
closer to the Companions and more beloved by them than us or the Shaykh of al- 
Azhar. We will postpone our opinion on this allegation until other opinions 
have been heard. 


Final Words 


The newspaper interview, which was planned by a suspect media and of which Iraq 
falsified a pardon, focussed on serious statements. 


They are that there is a Khomeyniism far from Islam, that is, it is not Islam 
but blasphemy. 


There is a connection between the struggle and Khomeyniism on the one hand and 
between Islam and submission, which are better, on the other. 


This leads to another serious result, which is that if it were proven that this 
Khomeyniism and this armed struggle were closer to the first and fundamental 
Islam, then this means that we, the Arabs, are being led toward blasphemy or 
away from Islam and are being led into error, bondage, and degradation. 


It is unacceptable that men of religion be used in this game or conspiracy. 
This use of shaykhs, whether it be a trap set for them or something that they 


do consciously, in either case gives us the right not to be led and we also have 
the right to be wary of those being led. 








No one has the right to accuse us of attacking the position of His Excellency 
So-and-So, for this So-and-So is leading us to slaughter in this world and to 
perdition in the next, whether consciously or unconsciously. 


I respected the opinion of His Exceilency the Shaykh of al-Azhar before this 
interview, which has now begun tobe distributed throughout the world, appeared. 
It would be better if he resigned his position or took off his turban and robe 
and said, "I defend my religion as an individual believing Muslim in what I say. 
I have God in mind and I bear the responsibility for what I say before Almighty 
God. 


However, he remains Shaykh of al-Azhar, Egyptian, and Arab; then he lights a 
flame which he gradually destroys, without wondering or reflecting, without meet- 
ing with men of religion, as his counterparts fr 2 other religions do, and with- 
out this interview being run in a scientific religious magazine. This is a 
dangerous positionand has been actively resisted, for the Islamic nation 
endeavors spiritually and physically for its nearest ahimmah community. (It 

is not wise to take its finances and attack the community). 


The tragedy is represented in the fact that the one who failed wants to wind 
the rope around the one who succeeded and that the vanquished wants to suffocate 
the liberator, even to choke and kill him! 


The past of a Shaykh is not the fact that he geined his position through positive 
law at the expense of ahigher law in order to satisfy the second wife of a presi- 
dent who iollowed a Bahai policy, then through a testimony that was presented 
before al-Jihad court that condemned the accused. This method of arriving 
frightens me and every Muslim. 


Solidarity with Shaykh al-Nimr frightens me also. Shaykh al-Nimr attacked me 
in al-Azhar simply because I reported that James Callahan, prime minister of 
Britain, had said that Gorbachev and Reagan would discuss Islamic affairs at 
the summit. Al-Nimr considered this fervor in need of clear-sightedness an‘ 

he has the clearsightedness. He found this excessive and though unlikely the 
possibility that Callahan said this or that Gorbachev and Reagan are interested 
in Islam. 


These are the souls who perceive deep in side themselves pettiness before the 
rest of the world, who are openly proud of this pettiness, and who publicly 
fight for this pettiness. How can I give up my resources and my control to them. 


This interview, which was a trap for the Shaykh of al-Azhar, is circulating 
throughout the whole world now as a proof of the indifference of moderate and 
supposedly wise Muslims. 

Shaykh of al-Azhar, I advise you to resign. 


Clearer advice: Resign before Saddam does. 


13292/7358 
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EGYPT 


OPPOSITION PARTY STRATEGIES, POLICIES REVIEWED 


Cairo AL-~AHRAM: AL-TAB'AH AL-DUWALIYAH in Arabic 15, 22 Oct 86 
[Article by Muhammad Yusuf al-Misri: "The Activity of the Egyptian Parties"] 
[15 Oct 86 p 4] 


[Text] The members of opposition parties unanimously state that their joint 
decision to boycott the latest Consultative Assembly elections was not a 
stand on behalf of that council, which to them has no importance as far as 
the existence of their party papers and the opposition deputies in the Peo- 
ple's Assembly is concerned; rather, this stand was on behalf of democracy 
itself. 


In this context, powerful sources in the Egyptian opposition parties stress 
that numerous discussions took place and are continuing among these parties' 
major figures with the goal of unifying their demands and priorities at the 
present time, while temporarily deferring theoretical and ideological dis- 
putes. 


Through lengthy expansive conversations with the leaders of the Wafd, Labor, 
Grouping, Liberal and al-Ummah Parties, it became clear that these parties 
do not shars common ground on more than one point, that of the attainment of 
party democracy, for which these leaders have spelled out the notion of 
changing the constitution, eliminating laws restricting people's freedoms 
and eliminating the emergency laws, with a neutral judiciary body to super- 
vise the elections, once necessary guarantees that they will be serious and 
neutral have been set out. 


While the leaders of the National Democratic Party assert their total belief 
in the need for dialogue with the opposition, out of the premise that Egypt 
belongs to everyone, and that the National Democratic Party always wants to 
hear the views and opinions of the opposition parties concerning national 
problems, as Kamal al-Shadhili has said (and indeed Dr Hilmi al-Hadidi goes 
farther than that when he says that the ruling party has repeatedly ex- 
pressed its willingness to conduct a dialogue with the opposition on any 
problem that is to be discussed), the leaders of the National Party (Dr 
Yusuf Wali) insist on rejection of the opposition's preconditions or on what 














other politicians within the party express as the policy of "I have the 
muscle!" 


However, Eng Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Socialist Labor Party, refers 
to the type of dialogue which has been held with the ruling party or is to 
be held as one restricted to economic problems or the government's executive 
policies, while the government ignores all demands related to democracy. 
From this, he concludes with the statement that it is the National Demo- 
cratic Party government which is thereby trying to impose its thinking on 
other parties by force. 


However, the opposition parties, or, mcre accurately, their leaders, do not 
just, in their view, refuse to have priority granted to the economic problem 
at the expense of the problem of democracy, as is the viewpoint of the Na- 
tional Party. Rather, they are no longer content with the notion of "demo- 
cracy of dialogue" by which the National Party began the first steps toward 
democracy and whose banner it itself raised. The chairman of the Wafd Party, 
Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din, said that democratic reforms are the basis of any reform 
that is to be carried out. At a time when the issue of the Egyptian economy 
appears to be the issue facing us, it is not possible to separate the poli- 
tical system and its economic policies on the one hand from the absence of 
democracy and the errors which have occurred on the other. 


In the same sense, Mr Khalid Muhyi-al-Din, the head of the Grouping, accuses 
the government of wanting to monopolize all the major positions in the re- 
gime and charges that the issue is one of a contradiction between assertions 
about democracy and the insistence on holding these major positions. The 
chairman of the Grouping Party also concentrates on stating "Our cause in 
essence is the cause of democracy and the political system; an economic 
cause has appeared on the surface." 


For all these reasons, the various party sources point to the importance of 
the decision to boycott the recent elections, on grounds that it is a "his- 
toric dividing-line" between the two stages, that of dialogue that is demo- 
cratic in nature, "against which the opposition has rebelled," and the "dia- 
logue for the sake of democracy," the stage whose banner is being raised by 
the opposition parties now. Indeed, these sources stress that apart from 
open signs, not appearances, this dialogue for the sake of democracy has 
actually begun among the main figures of the Egyptian opposition themselves. 
Indeed, agreements have in principle been made toward accepting everything 
that will in effect strengthen these parties jointly and rejecting every- 
thing that will in effect weaken their common position -- also under the 
slogan of democracy. 


Nonetheless, other leaders in the opposition point to reservations and ob- 
stacles which totally inhibit alliance among the opposition parties. These 
are all reservations which revolve about the Grouping, Labor and Liberal 
Parties! doubts concerning the Wefdists' intentions and the extent of their 
truthfulness, from the premise that the Wafdists do not establish alliances 
which are not in their interest, that the Wafd Party's assured goal at the 
present time is to attain major positions in the regime as quickly as possi- 
ble, causing it to labor tirelessly to defend the cause of democracy, since 


10 











that is the only approach which will bring it to this objective and that all 
alliances are even made to that end, no matter how loathesome or unaccepta- 
ble to the Wafd philosophy on a temporary basis! This is above and beyond 
the disputes which exist among these parties concerning each one's "value to 
the masses." 


But can one say, after all this, that the opposition dialogue over democracy 
has borne fruit? What, moreover, is the goal of such a dialogue? The state- 
ment being constantly made in party circles indicates that there are two 
orientations. One of these, an orientation supported by the Wafd and the 
Grouping, is more concerned with "movement positions;" the gist of it is 
that it is positions which determine positions, without prior restrictions 
with respect to the parties. The other orientation, which the Liberal Party 
embraces, is one which calls on eavh of the political parties to set out its 
conception of a charter for united party action to which these parties will 
be committed, provided that a joint committee of these parties take charge 
of effecting a process of reconciliation among all these charters, with the 
objective of producing a charter common to them which will be an object of 
agreement. This orientation does not enjoy the blessings of the other par- 
ties. 


Thus some party figures conclude from all these "scenarios" that have been 
set forth concerning the shift from dialogue that is democratic in nature to 
dialogue about democracy that the goal in the dialogue that is going on 
about democracy among the opposition parties is aimed at the National Par- 
ty's relinquishment of some of its current positions, so that it will be a 
party to the dialogue with these parties. 


[22 Oct 1986] 


[Text] The Liberal Party is at the present time trying to bring what might 
be a "new party" derived from all the existing political parties into being. 
The idea, as Mr 'Abd-al-Fattah Shurbaji, the secretary general of the Liber- 
al Party, conceives it, comes as an extension of what he calls the parties’ 
collective position regarding the appeal to boycott the elections, since a 
group of young people in the parties was formed, by invitation of young 
people in the Liberal Party, "to adopt unified positions." 


The secretary general of the Liberal Party is anxious to stress that this 
appeal does not have any relationship to activity in the form of a front 
among the opposition parties, stressing that while the Liberal Party has not 
renounced coordination among the opposition parties, it has not agreed to 
the establishment of an opposition "front." Indeed, this coordination itself 
is made conditional on "national" positions which require that the slogan 
"Egypt above parties" be raised. Moreover, it is not pertinent, except in 
the very few positions over which they and the views of the opposition par- 
ties more or less concur, along the lines of what happened in their call to 
boycott the consultative elections. 


Therefore, in the face of the current state of stagnation, emphasis has been 
made on giving "young people” a new chance to seize the initiative regarding 
further concurrence among these parties, indeed, regarding encouragement of 

the continuation of the modest amount of common relations among them. 
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In another area, in the recent period the Liberal Party has also sought to 
call opposition and trade union figures to come together over a charter the 
party has prepared, which is founded on a number of main points, in the 
forefront of which lie the establishment of God's law, the amendment of the 
constitution, the elimination of the state of emergency, the elimination of 
the exceptional laws, the amendment of the law on the pursuit of political 
rights and the transformation of the Consultative Assembly into an assembly 
of deputies. However, a positive or effective reaction regarding these two 
appeals has not yet occurred. 


In spite of that, the importance of the Liberal Party's recent approaches 
arises from the premise that it was the connecting link between the Wafd 
Party on the one hand and the other opposition parties on the other through- 
out the period which preceded the appeal to boycott the elections. Indeed, 
it was the opposition intermediary with the National Democratic Party on the 
third hand! This inspires questions on the extent of the seriousness of the 
"so-called" coordination among the Wafd, Labor, Grouping, Liberal and al- 
Ummah Parties, although Mr Lutfi Wakid, member of the Grouping Party, 
stressed to AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI that there actually is a front in being among 
the heads of these parties, and that these heads' agreement not to declare 
it since they reached agreement on it in last summer's meetings at Liberal 
Party headquarters in Alexandria does not diminish the presence of this 
front! 


Does a front exist among the opposition parties? If the opposition leaders 
deny the existence of the front that Lutfi al-Wakid affirms, could one be 
established? On what points could such a front exist? 


The deputy Yasin Siraj-al-Din considers that the opposition parties, and 
indeed the National Party, must deal with the Wafd Party on grounds that it 
has the historic majority of the people. He says that the opposition parties 
must coordinate their positions in the light of the Wafdist positions, since 
the Wafd, to him, is the real opposition, and he says that the Wafd Party is 
striving for "coordination" with these parties, in accordance with the a- 
bovementioned bases, but can be in opposition by itself if the situation 
requires. However, at the same time, he points to the Wafd's concurrence 
with the Labor, Grouping, Liberal and al-Ummah [Parties] on the demand re- 
lated to the exercise of democracy and the integrity of elections. However, 
Yasin Siraj-al-Din does not take the initiative of confirming or denying the 
existence of this front. 


In another area, the Wafdist deputy Ahmad 'Abd-al-Rahim Hammadi says that 
the notion of "forming a front" with the minority parties is not part of the 
legacy of the Wafd, and it did not proceed to do so throughout its history, 
and therefore he rules out the possibility that such a front could exist. 
However, if the front is to be rejected, in the Wafdist deputy's opinion, a 
coordination of positions which could be launched in the face of some events 
is an idea which could be pertinent, under the leadership of the Wafd. 


Nonetheless, Wafdist sources point to the possibility that Mr Fu'ad Siraj- 
al-Din might venture to participate in such an opposition front "on tactical 
grounds" along the lines of the alliance which is still in being with the 


12 














Moslem Brothers, especially since it focuses on objective circumstances 
which will encourage each of the opposition parties to meet with the other 
parties over common action on behalf of realizing the demands for democracy, 
especially since there are signs which indicate that such a consensus is 
coming about -- all the more so since the opposition parties have totally 
suspended the mutual attacks which have often appeared among some of then. 
That indicates the presence of coordination in the form of a front among 
these parties, however fragile it might be and however tentative it might be 
said to be. 


This is what both Lutft Wakid and Eng Ibrahim Shukri, the chairman of the 
Labor Party, are working to achieve. Lutfi Wakid says that the front exists 
and that it is concentrated about "the demands for democracy," on which 
there is no dispute, indeed, that it is something on which a group of men- 
bers of the National Party and its leaders themselves are in agreement with 
the opposition. He also says that this "democratic movement" will continue 
to sustain itself until there is a "breaking of the chains" that have been 
imposed by the government on the exercise of democracy. However, action in 
the form of a front within the opposition, as Wakid says, will re-emerge in 
consequence of circumstances and occasions. That prompt. him to believe that 
the opposition collectively will be founded on a new common position if the 
government insists on holding the coming elections for local offices on the 
basis of the system of lists, which all these parties join in rejecting. 


Eng Ibrahim Shukri says that agreements actually exist among the various 
opposition parties and that the most important thing on which agreement has 
in fact been reached is the "effort" to change some existing laws and con- 
tinue with "legitimate" attempts to persuade the ruling party on the one 
hand and draw the masses to be interested "in this issue" in a manner which 
ultimately will result in encouraging the citizen to offer some "sacrifices" 
for the sake of realizing these goals. 


Rif'at al-Sa'id agrees with al-Dimardash al-'Aqqali, the vice chairman of 
the Labor Party, over the "impossibility of forming e ‘ront among the oppo- 
sition parties." He finds it likely that another boy t of local elections 
will be the "future party form" not just of the nati » the sort of rela- 
tionship that exists at the present time between the rnment and the op- 
position, but also because a decision to boycott the e.cctions will be the 
most suitable decision on which the opposition itself can concur! 


However, what truly appears provocative is the difference between Counsellor 
al-Dimardash al-'Aqqali, the vice chairman of the Labor Party, and Eng [bra- 
him Shukri, the chief of the party, since al-'Aqqali says that he personally 
is against any notion of forming a front with the Wafd Party not just be- 
cause such a front would in effect create "confusion" in "public opinion's" 
conception regarding the solutions that have been presented to it by the 
opposition parties, but also because it is not in the power of the Socialist 
Labor Party to embrace solutions which arise from the "Wafdist" vision, even 
though Labor can embrace solutions arising from the thinking of the National 
Party, which concurs with the Labor Party over allegiance to the 23 July 
revolution. 


Al-'Aqqali asserts that concurrence between the left (the Grouping and La- 
bor) and the right (the Wafd and the Liberals) can come about only in the 
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framework of slogans. Indeed, he, the vice chairman of the Labor Party, cri- 
ticizes the neutralization of the social content of democracy (socialism) on 
the claim of preserving the political content of democracy and considers 
that to be a return to the policies of the parties before the revolution -- 
"From which," he says, "we gained nothing except controversy, superficial 
disputes and fraudulent democracy, which ended with the attainment of domi- 
nance by exploitative capital." 


More provocative than that is the statement by Counsellor al-'Aqqgali, 
stressing that this opinion is not his alone, but the view of the people at 
the base of the Labor Party. He gives a specific incident as evidence for 
that, that is, that the chairmen of the opposition parties actually agreed 
to enter the Consultative Assembly elections in a united list, that the peo- 
ple at the base of the Labor Party rejected this "formation of a front" with 
the Wafd Party, and that this ended up with a renunciation of the notion of 
entering the elections, since the Wafd substituted the notion of the boycott 
for that. 


The opposition therefore differs with the National Party in the direction of 
evolving the democratic nature of the dialogue into the realization of demo- 
cracy itself and therefore, conversely, the opposition parties, although 
this goal is common to them, trade disputes and a lack of trust among then- 
selves, which ultimately, in spite of the unity of position over this point, 
makes them incapable of emerging from the context of personal positions into 
the context of practical policies. What is te National Democratic Party's 
position on all this? 


The deputy ‘Umar 'Atiyah, the National Party secretary in Giza Governorate, 
says that there is no reason to oppose the existing laws as long as the 
National Party itself concurs with the opposition in competing on the basis 
of them and as long as they are applied to the National Party as they apply 
to other parties. He also says that the opposition parties must reveal the 
personality it is claimed they possess by entering into competition with the 
National Party in the place of nega’ive stands. 


If this is the party picture (all in all, and perhaps from a distance), what 
is the solution, a solution which will realize positive democratic party 
practices in place of the continuation of the negative positions which the 
opposition has not succeeded in transcending so far? 


Dr Milad Hanna, who early on this year called for a national action party 
the Egyptian parties could agree over, says that this sort of agreement is 
becoming a necessity whose importance is apparent with the passage of time, 
that it is possible to reach agreement over a national action program com- 
prising economic, social, democratic, Arab and foreign issues -- a program 
which will have the effect of getting Egypt through the "critical period" 
safely and without extremism, at which point it will be possible to reach 
agreement on the holding of real elections that will give predominance to 
one party or a group of parties -- and that this sort of program will in 
effect be an alternative to the existing struggles which Egyptian society 
cannot tolerate at the present time as a result of the the economic crisis. 
Dr Milad Hanna stresses that it is not possible to build a national front at 
the present time without the National Democratic Party. 
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EGYPT 


OPPOSITION LEADERS MEET 
Cairo AL-AHRAM: AL-TAB'AH AL-DUWALIYAH in Arabic 29 Oct 86 p 14 
[Article: "Can the Oppositicn ‘Freeze’ its Parties?"] 


[Text] In their previous meeting, last Wednesday, the leaders of all the 
opposition parties (Wafd, Labor, Congress, Liberal, and Umma) condemned the 
Advisory Council elections and their results. They discussed what they 
called “the retreat from the traditions of encouraging opposition." In the 
past, these traditions meant that the government political leaders would 
try to meet the opposition leaders at appropriate national occasions and 
that the latter would be consulted about many national issues. This has 
not been done for some time. 


Opposition leaders also discussed their “being ignored by the national 
media", especially radio and television, and the “continued obstinacy" of 
the government and its rejection of the demands made by the opposition, 
especially those related to the abrogation of elections through proportional 
and absolute lists. President Mubarak had promised them that the demand 
would be discussed with Dr Yusuf Wali, secretary general of the National 
Democratic Party. 


The opposition leaders issued a statement thanking those "voters" who 
complied with their request to boycott the elections. 


Distinguished opposition sources said that their party leaders discussed 

the drafting of a memorandum to President Husni Mubarak in case their demands 
are not answered, informing him that they intend to "freeze" their parties, 
or even dissolve them, in an effort to prevent the opposition from becoming 

a mere democratic decorative item. In an excusive statement to AL-AHRAM 
INTERNATIONAL, Dr Yusuf Wali said, however, that ne doubted the opposition 
would take such a step as several factors would prohibit it from doing so. 

Mr Ibrahim Shukri felt the same way but did not deny that opposition leaders 
did discuss such ideas and proposals during the two meetings that took place 
at his home upon his invitation. 











He described the objective of the meetings to be a serious attempt at 
continuing the cooperation and coordination between opposition parties in 
order to achieve concrete results in instituting the practice of true demo- 
cracy. 


He said that the opposition parties do not mean thereby that the door of 
serious dialogue, where there is understanding for the positions and 
opinions of the opposition, be shut. But rather, that they will continue 
to consult together to reach agreement on the proper position with regards 
to the behavior of the government and the party in power. 


Mr [brahim Shukri added: "The opposition parties will cooperate in the 
People's Assembly to take a common position that would help establish proper 
democratic rules. They reject the notion that one party is trying to gain 
by weakening or defeating the party in power." The opposition, says the 
leader of the Socialist Labor Party, through its last two meetings at his 
house, is merely attempting to rectify the current situation. 


Mr Ahmad al-Sabahi, leader of the Umma Party, had proposed to opposition 
leaders that he try to get the government political leaders to give the 

opposition Advisory Council seats in an effort on hispart to diffuse the 
tension between the government and the opposition. The other opposition 
leaders, however, reject the proposition. 
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EGYPT 


JOURNALISTIC ETHICS DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-WAFD in Arabic 16 Oct 86 p 4 


{Commentary by Samir Tadrus: “Journalistic Ethics and the Responsibility 
of the Journalists’ Union"] 


[Text] The investigation of the accusation that the office of the public 
prosecutor for financial affairs has brought against the journalist, Pro- 
fessor Sa'id ‘Abd-al-Khaliq, has reopened the subject of iournalistic 
ethics. In spite of the existence of a journalists’ union and a code of 
journalistic honor and practice, this subject is not receiving the attention 
that is needed. It is true that talk occasionally arises about the subject 
and that the union council issues a statement. But the council quickly for- 
gets, or pretends to forget, the statements it has issued. The press has 
therefore turned into a fertile ground for the settlement of personal scores 
between certain journalists. In this atmosphere, the reputation of the 
remaining journalists has been dragged through the mud. 


In view of the fact that a press committed to its national and professional 
duty ought to provide free and honest information and in view of the impor- 
tance of this in the eyes of public opinion, what happened this week in the 
press's handling of the subject of the prosecutor's investigation must not 
simply be allowed to pass. 





By way of introduction, I find myself obliged to explain certain points: 


1. It is not my job to defend Professor Sa'id ‘Abd-al-Khaliq, nor am I a 
member of the Wafd Party. 


2. I am not an admirer of the "al-'Usfurah"” journalistic column. I would 
even say that this column is the legitimate child of a journalistic school 
that I do not support. 


3. The financial scandals that have fiiled the pages of our newspaper in 
recent years are the logical and natural result of the economic transforma- 


tion the country has witnessed. 


Having said this, I will move on to the main subject: journalistic 
ethics. 
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On the morning of Sunday, 12 October, the newspaper Al-AKHBAR confronted 

us with 2 and 1/2 pages of news coverage on the subject of the investigation 
of the accusation of bribery. Although the article was the newspaper's lead 
story, it was published without mention of the name of the editor or editors 
who took part in this "“jJournalistic™" operation. Even the name of the press 
photographer who took the pictures accompanying the article was not 
mentioned. This is utterly inconsistent with AL-ALHBAR's usual style of 
covering important events. Mentioning the name of the editor or photographer 
is a tradition to which AL-AKHBAR adheres. 


Because I have worked at AL-AKHBAR for more than 20 years, I know quite well 
--and all those who work at the newspaper know--that the writer of the 
article in question was Professor Musa Sabri. 


Professor Musa Sabri has an old and open feud with the Wafd Party, new and 
old, just as he is an enemy of the "al-'Usfurah" column. But do this feud 
and this enmity make it permisible for Professor Musa to occupy the pulpit 
of a national newspaper to settle personal scores? If this is permissible 


for Professor Musa, it is also permissible for each of the other writers 
and journalists in the national newspapers to undertake to settle personal 
scores with his opponents and enemies on the pages of these newspapers. 
Each of them merely has to bide his time until he is given the opportunity 


to hold a position of responsibility in a national newspaper, and then he 
can exploit it to vent his hidden feelings. In this way, our national press 
will be transformed into private publications colored according to the 
character of whoever holds a position of responsibility in them. I believe 
that this is in no way very different from extortion. 


But is what Professor Musa Sabri wrote a journalistic investigation into 
this accusation that the prosecutor has raised against certain persons? 


The truth of the matter is that Professor Musa has not exerted any journal- 
istic effort in covering this story. He merely obtained the text of the 
official report of the investigation, gave it an introduction and a bit of 
journalistic stage setting, and then republished the investigation just as 
it was (Q and A). Even the strip of pictures that Professor Musa put at 

the top of the first page was given tne caption: "Sa'id ‘'Abd-al-Khaliq puts 
his hand over his face to avoid the lenses of the police cameras." In other 
words, these were pictures sent by a police source to Professor Musa, who 
took them just as they were, with what was written on them, and published 
them in the pages of AL-AKHBAR. 


The one bit of trouble that Professor Musa Sabri took in republishing the 
fficial report of the investigations by the prosecutor's office as his 

intentional omission of the name of the important person in the Ministry 

of Housing for whom Faruq ‘Aql had requested the sum of an additional 100,000 

Egyptian pounds. In the investigation reports, the name of this person was 

mentioned explicitly by Dr al-Baydani and Mr Faruq ‘Aql more than once. 

But Professor Musa Sabri intentionally suppressed the mention of this name. 

Who might this important person in the Ministry of Housing be? Is it the 

minister, or is it a lesser person? 











The question is: How did Professor Musa Sabri obtain the text of the inves 
tigation proceedings? As we know, Section 75 of the Criminal Proceedings 
Law stipulates that "investigative proceedings themselves and the results 
they yield are considered to be secret. The examining magistrates, members 
of the public prosecutor's office, and their assistants--clerks, experts, 
etc., and anyone else who comes in contact with or attends the investigation 
by virtue of his position or profession--must not divulge the proceedings. 
Any of them who violate this shall be punished in accordance with Section 
310 of the Penal Code." 


Will Professor Musa be so kind as to reveal to us the source that violated 
the law and send him a facsimile of the report of the investigation--if only 
so that Professor Musa can be honest with himself and in tte eyes of readers 
in regard to his self-proclaimed respect for the sovereignty of the law? 


It is true that the public prosecutor's office has accused several persons 
of attempted bribery or extortion and has ordered them detained pending 
investigation. The prosecutor's office is still completing its investiga- 
tions. Their completion may lead to charges against other persons. The 
persons who have been investigated may not be turned over to the court, or 
the investigation might lead to a suspension of the proceedings. All of 
these are matters that will be settled only by the issuance of an indictment 
remanding the same persons into the custody of the appropriate court on 
charges as specified in the Penal Code. Even after an indictment is issued, 
the question will remain undecided until a final verdict of guilty is issued. 
That is why there is the important legal maxim, "The accused is innocent 
until proven guilty." Law students learn this principle in the first years 
of their legal studies. Professor Musa has studied law and knows this quite well. 


Suppose an indictment is iss:ed and the defendants are tried in court and 
are declared innocent for whatever reason. Suppose they, or some of them, 
turn against the AKHBAR AL-YAWM organizations for material compensation for 
the damage they have suffered? Willi Professor Musa Sabri take it upon him- 
self to pay the damages out of his own pocket, or will the organization be 
forced to pay? 


Professor Musa Sabri's unruly emotions have already landed the AKHBAR AL- 
YAWM organization in similar situations. Are the funds of a national news 
paper organiation to be placed in jeopardy so that personal scores can be 
settled? 


Before the recent decisions appointing the leaders of the press were issued, 
Professor Musa Sabri had succeeded in reorganizing things within the AKHBAR 
AL-YAWM organization so that he would retain actual control. Whoever reads 
AL-AKHBAR clearly senses the Professor Musa is exercising his control to 

a greater degree and more strongly than when he was chairman of AL-AKHBAR's 
managing board and editor-in-chief. This is quite logical. Any responsible 
official always fears that some day he may be called to account. Now that 
Professor Musa has--officially, at least--become not responsible, he can 

do what he wants, because someone else will be called to account! 
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[f mattes within the organiztion of a national newspaper have reached such 
a sorry state, does this not callfor reflection so that the organization 
can be rescued before it reaches the stage of danger? 


Now, what is the position of the journalists’ union? 

(It is responsible for monitoring the adherence of journalists--all 
journalists--to the journalistic code of practice and honor). What is its 
position about what Professor Musa Sabri did the day after the union issued 
its statement “appealing to all Egyptian newspapers to respect the legal 
principle that the accused is innocent until proven guilty?" The union coun- 
cil issued this statement on Saturday, 11 October, in connection with “recent 
press coverage of the bribery accusation raised against one of the members 

of the union." What is ludicrous is that Professor Musa alluded to this 


Statement. 


I believe the union council has a sacred duty to protect the ethics and good 
manners of the profession and to protect the reputation of journalists from 
being dragged in the mud. If the union council feels the need to respect 
the law in the journalistic treatment of this case, it will confront its 
responsibility and duty be reviewing the Sunday, 12 October 1986, issue of 
AL-AKHBAR and by calling to account the journalist who violated the union 


Statement. 


Can Professor Musa Sabri or any official at AL-AKHBAR deny that this 
journalistic lapse and the glaring contempt for professional ethics on the 
M 


pages of the newspaper were the work of Professor Musa Sabri? 


A tinal word: 


wanted to publish this article on the pages of AL-AKHBAR, where I[ work, 
but internal conditions at the newspaper did not allow me to do so. 


[ am publishing this article on the pages of AL-WAFD because it is the only 
newspaper that was generous enough to publish everything I[ submitted, as 
[ was unable to publish in the national newspaper at which I work. 
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EGYPT 


FARMERS’ DELEGATION VISITS BULGARIA 
Cairo AL-AHRAM: AL-TAB'AH AL-DUWALIYAH in Arabic 30 Oct 86 p 9 
[Article: "Joint Agricultural Projects with Bulgaria”™] 


[Text] During its last visit to Bulgaria, the Egyptian farmers’ delegation 
examined the possibility of increasing the level of cooperation between the 
two countries as well as increasing Egyptian exports through equitable trade 
transactions and the undertaking of joint projects to plant, package, and 
export non-traditional crops to third countries. 


The bilateral cooperation aims at exchanging know-how in greenhouse agricul- 
ture and at encouraging farmers to set up greenhouses in unused small plots 
close to home. Greenhouse products are more expensive than traditionally 
produced ones, but greenhouses are the fastest way to increase production 

and satisfy demand. The Egyptian delegation, headed by Mr Muhammad Idris, 
general secretary of the Central Agricultural Cooperatives Union and presi- 
dent of the African Farmers' Committee, visited Bulgaria's capital, Sophia, 
on 13 Oct. The visit followed the signing of the Egyptian-Bulgarian Economic 
and Technical Cooperation Protocol last June. The Protocol mentioned the 
interest of the two parties in strengthening the ties between the associa- 
tions in both countries and in exchanging knowledge and know-how in the field 
of agricultural development. 


(Rumen Bizov), chairman of the Bulgarian Central Cooperative Union, (Stefan 
Giliev), his deputy, (Bozhil Dizlov), director of international cooperation, 
and (Georgi Sokolov), deputy director of BulgarCoop, attended the meeting. 


The Egyptian side presented the various aspects of Fgypt's experience with 
cooperatives, emphasizing the agricultural experience that aims at increasing 
agricultural production while reducing imports and achieving self- 
sufficiency. The rise in the production indices for the various crops which 
was achieved through the development of new strains or the mechanization 

of agriculture, as well as the corresponding impact on the individual and 
national economies, were pointed out. The presentation also covered the 

role of the agricultural association in training cadres for agricultural 
cooperatives and in modernizaing that training by introducing new, mobile 
units that reach farmers at home. 
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The chairman of the Egyptian delegation explained the role of the Egyptian 
association and that of its training center in training African cadres based 
on Egyptian experience and in cooperation with the African Farmers' Committee 
and the Egyptian Technical Assistance Fund of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 


He said that cooperatives in Egypt would not have prospered had it not been 
for the atmosphere of democratic competition under President Mubarak, for 
cooperatives perform adequately only under social, economic, and democratic 
freedom. 


The two sides talked about drought in Africaandin Bulgaria. The chairman 

of the Bulgarian delegation said that they are about to start new agricul- 
tural projects introducing drought-resistant strains and improving irrigation 
techniques. He saic that the Buv'garians are willing to exchang?2 information 
on the subject with the Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture. They are awaiting 
Egypt's proposals on the training of Egyptian agricultural cadres in advanced 
and intensive agricultural production. The chairman of the Bulgarian dele- 
gation also welcomed the proposal that his country participate in the flower 
garden exposition that will be presented by the Egyptian Ministry of Agri- 
culture at the International Fair next month. 


The Bulgarian side agreed to participate in joint projects to develop land 
for cultivation. It presented Bulgaria's agricultural experience in the 
(greenhouse) production of vegetables, especially tomatoes, cucumbers, and 
peppers. The Bulgarian government plans to convince individuals to set up 
greenhouses close to their homes to tend in their spare time and thus provide 
for their household needs. The Bulgarian side said that greenhouse produc- 
tion is appealing despite the relative high cost of the products. All over 
the world, the times of inexpensive food are long gone. 

The Egyptian side proposed exporting "Sudanese Beans," consumed by Bulgarians 
in large quantities during winter, and transmitted the invitation of the 
president of the General Association of Oil Crops Producers, to discuss the 
importation into Bulgaria of oil crops during a future visit to Egypt. 


Agreement was reached on the Cooperation Protocol between the Egyptian 
Agricultural Cooperative Union and the Bulgarian Central Cooperative Union. 
This Protocol is the first of its kind between the Egyptian Agricultural 
Cooperative Union and the Communist bloc since its foundation in 1983. The 
Protocol's most important points are those related to the training of cadres 
of cooperatives and to joint cooperative projects. 
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WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES ANALYZED 





Cairo AL-AHRAM: AL-TAB'AH AL-DUWALIYAH in Arabic 23 Oct 86 p 8 


[Article: "Measures to Compensate for Water Shortage with High Dam 
Reserves’ ] 





[Text] Mr 'Isam Radi, minister of irrigation, decleared that serveral mea- 
sures will be taken to compensate for this season's Nile water shortage, 
estimated at 6.5 billion cubic meters. This will be with water from the 
High Dam reserves, in addition to complying fully with the nighttime irriga- 
tion scheme, increasing the use of underground and tributary waters for 
irrigation, decreasing water waste, improving and maintaining wate-ways and 
industrial uses thereof, and building the Isna al-Jadidah and Huways Jadid 
acqueducts in Naja' Hammadi. 


In a press conference he held yesterday, the irrigation minister added that, 
in order to conserve water, it has been decided that rice planting areas 
will be limited and no planting will be permitted in unauthorized areas. 

A statement will be issued that will indicate fields and areas where rice 
may be planted thus informing farmers sufficiently ahead of time. 


l1* was also decided that irrigation activities be regulated and controlled 
sO at to ensure against waste, that established agricultural schedules be 
followed, that water waste during winter be decreased, and that irrigation 
improvement programs be developed in order to decrease waste. 


The irrigation minister said that his ministry has a plan to make better 

use of water in the cane fields that consume large quantities of water with- 
out reducing the cultivated area. The plan includes clearing water channels, 
especially in Qina province, at the farmers' expense, completing the 
Shanhuriyah irrigation station, complying with schedules, and avoiding water 
wastage during compensatory irrigation. 


The minister called upon all citizens to conserve water be it in agriculture, 
drinking, industry, or irrigation during the indicted period, to prepare 
lands and agricultural installations to accomodate water as soon as it is 
released from irrigation channels, and to strictly comply with crop rotation 
rules. 
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At the end of his press conference, the minister assured the public that 
with these measures in place, water resources will be sufficient to fulfill 
the needs of agriculture, drinking, and industry this year. 
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JORDAN 


KEY OFFICIAL DISCUSSES JORDANIAN-PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 25-31 Oct 86 pp 17-19 


[Interview with Marwan Dudin by Khalid Muhadin: "Liberation Before Self- 
Determination and No Solution Without Negotiations"; in Amman, date not 
specified] 


[Text] Jordan views self-determinetion as a Palestinian-Jordanian affair that 
cannot be relinquished, but tactically, focus should be on Israeli withdrawal 
first. 


Is there any other negotiation tactic than the two adversaries discussing 
their differences and what they would like to agree on? 


If our recognition of Israel and the termination of the state of war are not 
enough for Israel, they are enough for us. The assumption that one of the 
two parties will have the right to impose its will is unacceptable to us. 


As soon as an agreement for the total withdrawal from all territory occupied 
in 1967 is signed, we will give Israel a non-aggression pledge which is a 
great accomplishment for then. 


The interview with Mr Marwan Dudin, minister of Occupied Territory Affairs in 
Jordan, assumes very special importance, for by virtue of his position and job 
he assumes direct daily supervision of events on the West Bank and, indeed, in 
recent weeks, of events in the Gaza Strip, particularly following the 
Jordanian government's decision to allow Gaza residents to own property in 
Jordan and to issue them Jordanian passports valid for 3 years. Jordan had 
issued thousands of temporary passports (one year) to Gaza residents, but this 
practice was stopped following the Rabat summit resolutions! 


The Ministry of Occupied Territory Affairs is a busy beehive nowadays. It 
receives people from the West Bank, mayors or prominent leaders, and seeks 
with other ministries to find solutions to West Bank problems. It 
effectively, and perhaps single-handedly, oversees spending in municipalities 
and projects undertaken by it or by other ministries. It manages, most 
importantly, the Jordanian development plan in the occupied West Bank. 
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Before AL-TADAMUN began asking questions, it was apparent that Mr Dudin was 
intent on saying much in the way of a defense or an attempt to reply to 
allegations about the international conference, Jordanian-Palestinian 
relations, and the right of self-determination which represented a_ turning 
point in the course of these relations and led to the Jordanian government's 
announcement of its decision to halt coordination with the PLO leadership. 


The minister of Occupied Territory Affairs began his talk by emphasizing that 
"the Amman agreement stipulated, among other things, the principle of a 
confederacy in the sense that Palestinian areas included in the Israeli 
withdrawal would be granted a confederate status with the Jordanian kingdom." 


The minister added: Jordan views self-determination as an issue that no Arab 
or Palestinian can relinquish as a principle. From a purely tactical angle, 
however, if an acceptable withdrawal can be achieved and if such a withdrawal 
has its limits, and on the basis of negotiations between us and them, and 
given the fact that the Amman agreement provides for a special relationship 
that translates into a confederacy, the question of self-determination becomes 
an Arab affair, specifically a Palestinian-Jordanian affair which will not be 
broached, neither with the Jews nor with anyone else. We say, from the 
viewpoint of "tactics" and not concession, what harm would it do to discuss 
liberation before determination, self-determination that is. We do not reject 
this right. The right to self-determination cannot be relinquished. 


The minister added: This is the source of the problem created by the PLO 
leadership in an effort to place new obstacles in the way of a peace 
initiative, obstacles we are unable to overcome. If the concept of regaining 
what has been lost by force has lost its priority due to the developments, 
resolutions, and meetings and, indeed, there is an acknowledgement that 
regaining what was taken by force in the 1967 war is the issue currently put 
forth, we, as a state, believe that the one prop in addressing effective 
international legitimacy capable of taking decisions is the Security Council 
where Resolution 242 and Resolution 338 may not be vetoed. We cannot say that 
a certain side or party to the conflict has rejected Resolution 242. There is 
at least some desire to read it differently. We in Jordan, however, consider 
the resolution's preamble as an integral part of its philosophy. We will 
insist on this understanding in any future negotiations and will not change 
our mind in this regard. Snould disagreement arise over the universality and 
completeness of the decision, we too, as a Jordanian party, have our plans. 
The 1948 war did not lead to the present boundaries, but rather to armistice 
lines and nothing more. A study of a more accurate map of the 1948 war shows 
that we have a theoretical right to demand the extension of our boundaries in 
more than one location in the West Bank into what is now called Israel. This 
is a matter we are prepared to discuss with regard to the extent of 
withdrawal. 


Following is the text of the interview. 


[Question ] Let us begin with our question of whether the international 
conference will lead to direct negotiations? 








[Answer] Such a conference, according to our understanding of how it will be 
convened and who will participate in it, will lead to a negotiating process 
which we hope will end positively and lead not only to a solution of the 
Middle East crisis, but to the question of occupation as well. Our perception 
is that there is a post-1967 occupation of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and 
parts of the Syrian Golan Heights. It is hoped, and we have the right to such 
hope, that through this conference and consequent negotiations over withdrawal 
from our territory, a giant step may be achieved on the road to reaching a 
just and lasting solution to this problen. 


[Question] But the international conference was held in 1973 and failed to 
achieve any results. Are present circumstances more favorable for its 
convocation and achievement of objectives? 


[Answer] The 1973 international conference was not held under almost total 
Arab acceptance to take up the principle of territory for peace. Arab 
readiness to apply Resolution 242 as the solution is almost total. That 
conference was not held under the kind of clear conditions that we think we 
have today. Moreover, it was not well-conceived and well-prepared. The other 
three permanent members of the Security Council--Great Britain, France and 
China--did not attend it. Attendance was confined to the United States and 
the Soviet Union. All these developments and the events the Palestinian cause 
has experienced lead us to believe that this conference's chances to achieve 
total or partial progress in this framework are better than what they were in 


1973. 


[Question ] Let us assume that withdrawal is achieved. What will be the 
future of post-withdrawal Arab-Israeli relations? 


[Answer] If negotiations on any conflict in the world end in an agreement 
between the two sides to end the state of war, to delimit boundries and 
mutually acknowledge the existence of entities, it is hoped that such 
relations will become like any other relations between two neighboring 
countries in the world. 


[Question] Israel is demanding total normalization. Does Resolution 242 
grant it the right to such a demand? 


[Answer] Normalization comes as a request by one side to the other side after 
withdrawal is achieved. We support the regaining of territory. If this is 
achieved, the other party to the negotiating process with whom we agree on 
regaining the territory in exchange for peace and our recognition of its 
existence side by side with us, can demand whatever it pleases. Our job will 
be to direct the kind and magnitude of the relations between us and it in a 
way is favorable to our Arab interests. The normalization process cannot be 
imposed by one side. Rather, it is a demand and a desire that one side may 
have, but the other side may not. Relations between countries exist and 
embassies are in place, but the magnitude of relations between Jordan and many 
countries in the world is almost zilch. 


[Question] Take Egypt's experience with Israel. It showed us all that 
normalization is a basic Israeli demand. 
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[Answer] It is true that Israel, at the beginning and at the end, and indeed 
throughout, has imposed normalization as a condition. But let us consider 
what has happened on the ground. Sinai has been returned to Egypt, 
normalization remains an Israeli demand, and it is a popular decision that 
cannot be imposed by government resolutions. Egypt has never announced 
through any of its official agencies its opposition to nornalization nor did 
any Egyptian agency go to the people to ask them for it. 


[Question] Then what would Israel gain from withdrawal if normalization in 
all fields is not achieved? 


[Answer] This state that was originally established by a UN resolution on 
land it did not own, do you not agree with me that it would assume great 
Significance and status if, for exchange of its withdrawal from territories it 
has occupied through force and aggression, it gained acknowledgment of its 
right to live within secure borders and in peace, side by side with other 
countries in the area? Do you not think that this is an accomplishment as far 


as it is concerned? 


He added: What they gain and what they lose is up to them. I decide the 
positive side which is, what do I gain? I gain total withdrawal and the 
restoration of land taken away from me, the land by whose restoration I 
preserve the Palestinian identity which is the subject of the conflict aimed 
primarily against it. I cannot logically and reasonably consecrate’ the 
identity of a people that does not have land on which to live. 


[Question] Let us be more specific. What is the future of our Arab economic 
and cultural relations, for instance? Should withdrawal be achieved? 


[Answer] This is not the place to discuss stands and relations whose 
treatment may be purely academic. We are concentrating and we do not want to 
dissipate this concentration on anything other than this strategic goal before 
us, namely swapping land for peace. It Israel want to live in peace in the 
region within secure and recognized borders, the least thing it can do is 
restore to us all the territory it occupied in 1967 so as to establish on it 
the kind of entity that can preserve the Palestinian Arab identity. 


[Question] Does our absolute recognition of it, the prohibition of Arab 
blockade around it, mean continued survival for Israel? 


{Answer ] If our recognition of it and the end of the state of war are not 
enough for it, they are enough for us. Your question presupposes here, 
without any reservation, that one of the two negotiating parties will have the 
right to impose any conditions it pleases. This is a weak supposition 
unacceptable to us. We are firmly determined to accept Resolutions 242 and 
338 and to convene an international conference of the big five and all parties 
to the conflict to negotiate withdrawal from our land occupied in 1967. I 
personally feel that this line of questioning is out of place and a 
dissipation of our concentration. We are not discussing "what if" and “what 
would happen," or if they say this what will we say and do. We are satisfied 
with an international conference to bring peace to the area through a_ total 
withdrawal of aggressive and occupying authorities. We need all _ the 











concentration we can muster to achieve this and which we consider more sacred 
than any other. 


[Question] The Israelis withdrew from Sinai, claiming that this withdrawal 
was a great concession to Egypt (!). Now they are gaining by their occupation 
of the West Bank 800 million dinars a year ($2.3 billion) in exchange for 
this material loss. Let us simply consider this matter. What can we, aS an 
Arab side, give them? 


[Answer] I am not concerned with what we will give them. 
{Question] But they are concened with it? 


{Answer ] I give them a pledge that a state of non-aggression will be 
instituted as soon as a total withdrawal agreement is signed. Such a pledge 
in itself I do not think is viewed by the founders of Israel and the advocates 
of its continued survival the way your questions suggest. They view this as 4 
great accomplishment. 


[Question] But a state of non-aggression now exists in the shadow of the 
current Arab situation?! 


[Answer] The current situation is based on the armistice agreements and a 
situation whereby no side can use any other avenue than negotiations to 
restore its rights. But this situation of ours (no peace, no war), should it 
persist, is slated to develop into a great tragedy in the area. 


[Question] What are the guarantees that any non-aggression treaty will last 
for the next 20 to 30 years? 


[Answer] You might address this question to a leading Israeli figure. It is 
well knownn that Yitzhaq Shamir has announced his intention to contact over 30 
foreign ministers at the UN to convince them that the international conference 
is not necessarily something that will help solve the problem. Many groups in 
Israel insist on declaring that this conference will not accomplLsih anything, 
so why do we not look at the matter from this perspective? 


[Question] Speaking of Shamir, he has stated that the international 
conference is not a substitute for direct negotiations. 


[Answer] Before you put forth your questions, I would Like to ask an opposite 
question. Is there any other method of negotiation than the two adversaries 
talking about the cause of their dispute and then about what they agreed upon? 
If it is possible to effect contacts through a third party, at any of the 
stages, can we insist on this formality to talk and negotiate through a third, 
fourth, or fifth party? 


[Question ] Then there is no difference between the Arab stance and the 


American one that says that the international conference is nothing, but an 
umbrella? 
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(Answer ] We do not look at it as an umbrella, but rather as a total and 
effective international legitimacy able to intervene on more than one 
occasion. Our insistence on the presence of the big five stems from our 
refusal to be part of the struggle between the two superpowers. The 
attendance of the five is a good factor in achieving neutrality and preventing 
polarization and an effective way to ensure that movement retain its direction 
toward negotiations over the conference and serious discussion of total 
Withdrawal from territory occupied by force. This encourages us to say that 
the allegation that the international conference is an umbrella is greatly 
biased against what we see. 


(Question] You object to hypothetic questions, but in politics, hypotheses 
are unavoidable. What if the international conference is convened and Israel 
agrees to withdrw from the Bank and the Strip, but stand firm on its refusal 
to withdraw from the Syrian Heights, are you ready to carry on with the 
conference should Israel decide to walk out? 


[Answer] Of course not. That is why we have said that our presence as 
parties concerned with the 1967 Israeli aggression against the Bank, the 
Strip, and the Heights is a source of strength to us. We cannot see how 
anyone can imagine that we would be more than one team. There may be 
discussions that might require our presence more than that of the Syrians and 
vice versa, or the presence of the Jordanian and Palestinian sides together 
more than the Syrian side, but coordination among us as an Arab group will be 
total. What is required is a universal agreement that precludes individual 
deals or one side achieving withdrawal at the expense of another side. 


[Question] The purpose of the international conference is to discuss ways for 
implementing Resolution 242 and not discuss the matter of withdrawal. So long 
as the West Bank is occupied Jordanian territory and the Gaza Strip is under 
Egyptian administration, why not convene this conference in the absence of 
the PLO? 


[Answer } I do not agree with you on this theory for the simple reason that 
the PLO, as an apparatus, is acceptable to the Arabs and many other sides in 
the world as the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. We have 
never said and we do not want it to be said that it represents certain 
Palestinians and not others. Withdrawal from the Bank and the Gaza Strip is a 
matter related to the restoration of territory belonging to a Palestinian Arab 
people. I see no logic whatsoever in excluding the PLO. We, and Jordan in 
particular, have made our position a matter of record and believe that its 
presence is essential in this international arena. 


(Question } Does Resolution 242 consider the West Bank to be occupied 
Jordanian territory? 


{ Answer ]} No. The resolution talks about territory that has been occupied. 
The Jordanian-Palestinian agreement, however, considered the Jordanian state 
to be the guardian of the occupied West Bank and not a 100 percent affair, 
neither in the Strip or the Bank, but rather a Palestinian affair, a Jordanian 
affair, and an Arab affair. The absence of the PLO, in our opinion, will 
greatly hinder any achievements for the Arab Palestinian identity following 
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Withdrawal. We must not forget that when negotiations got underway intensely 
between the Jordanian and the PLO leaderships about creating a mechanism for 
implementing the resolutions, the hope was that Jordan and the PLO would be 
one team in this process and in this particular part that wouid lead, if we 
are successful, to withdrawal. 


[Question] You talk about the PLO as the legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people, but it is noted that this representation is sometimes 
acknowledged and other times ignored. Let us consider the development plan ia 
the West Bank. The PLO has announced its readiness to participate in this 
plan, but it has been completely ignored. Moreover, mayors are being 
appointed on the West Bank. Is there coordination between the government and 
the PLO in this area? 


[Answer ] As a reminder, when the principle was agreed upon, the side most 
able to delve into the mechanics of achieving it will have the task of 
implementing it. We are closer to and more involved with the territory with 
which we deal daily. The matter of replacing Israeli officers from _ the 
occupation administration with Arab mayors is an agreed-upon principle. The 
appointment of the late Zafir al-Masri as mayor of Nablus yielded its first 
fruits in the form of an agreement between us and PLO. The principle was what 
was raised and agreed upon. Has anything happened to this agreement? 


[Question] That is why I wonder if there is any coordination regarding these 
appointments? 


[Answer ] No changes have been introduced to the agreed principle. As for 
mayoral appointments, this took place following the special Jordanian measures 
to close down Fatah offices and the departure of Abu Jihad. This does not 
constitute enough reason to go back on the principle. We have agreed on this 
and if things were favorable in all municipalities, as is the case with the 
Nablus municipality, Arab mayors would have assumed the mayoralty at one time. 
In brief, we have agreed on the principle and daily dealings with the 
inhabitants and the municipalities is a Jordanian affair which we fulfill. We 
have read many statements by PLO leaders and important symbols that they are 
not against our direction, especially since the occupation authorities, 
following the 1976 experience, have announced their opposition to municipal 
elections, firmly stating their reasons. They are occupation authorities and 
the executive power in the Bank and the Strip. 


A few days ago, municipal committees and committee chairmen were appointed in 
each of Hebron, al-Birah, and Ramallah, with the last three municipalities run 
by Israeli officers. Upon examining the list of these committees, we found 
that all their members are Jordanian employees (health, public works, and 
agricultural directors), chamber of commerce members, or urban leaders with a 
long career in public service. We have recognized these committees and sense 
their bold undertaking to shoulder the responsibility under the difficult 
occupation circumstances. 


[Question] You addressed a message, in your capacity as minister of occupted 
territory affairs, to your colleague, the minister of municipal and rural 
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affairs, urging him not to recognize the signatures of a group of West Bank 
mayors. How can you explain that? 


{Answer ] Basically, signature was not given to the persons, but to the 
positions they hold, even though there is sensitivity with regard to the 
Bassam al-Shak'ah case. 


[Question] The message included the name of 10 mayors. 


[Answer ] Let me give an example. Brother Bassam used to be mayor of Nablus 
and now there is a new one recognized by us. How can I recognize Bassam al- 
Shak'ah as mayor when another person is occupying this position? I speak here 
of those to whom we have no objection, but whose signatures are no longer 
recognized by virtue of the fact that they have lost their positions. One 
Mayor, for example, is dealing with the occupation in a fashion we deem 
inconsistent with the interests of his people. Other people have agreed to 
tie themselves, not to their constituents and not to the West Bank 
inhabitants, but rather to clear and declared sides outside the Bank with the 
intention, in our opinion, of not fighting the occupation but fighting Jordan, 
adopting a stance, as expressed by most of them, that epitomizes keeping the 
Bank and the Strip under the occupation, provided that Israeli withdrawal and 
elimination of occupation not lead to any kind of link with Jordan. I refuse 
to recognize such people. . 


[Question] We go back to the development plan in the West Bank. Is there any 
kind of coordination between Jordan and the PLO in implementation? 


[Answer ] No, there is no coordination between us and it. We have, however, 
read many statements by PLO leaders that they are not against securing money 
and improving procedures for absorbing the unemployed, putting people to work, 
and setting up projects, particularly since the broad outline of our program 
in the West Bank sanctions institutional cooperation and shy away from 
individual dealings that, as our PLO brothers are well aware, have led to 
nowhere save for establishing political and informational centers of power 
without any real benefit to the people. 


[Question] Spending in the West Bank at present is done in accordance with 
letters from the Ministry of Occupied Territory Affairs, signed by you to 
certain banks in Jordan to give the bearer money. 


[Answer] This is not true and your information is wrong. A mayor is not 
allowed to come from the West Bank to withdraw money from his’ municipality's 
account before we ascertain that this money is being withdrawn for agreed 
projects. 


[Question] Copies of the letters of which I speak are not sent to the 
ministries of public works, municipalities, health, or education, nor to the 
audit office or any other competent side. 


[Answer ] Any mayor obtains an authorization from his municipal council to 
withdraw money for projects. Our letters are nothing but a confirmation to 
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the banks that the bearer of the check which has his signature is coming to 
withdraw from his municipality's account. 


[Question] Is the Jordanian-Palestinian Committee for Supporting 
Steadfastness still in existence? 


[Answer] We have said, as has Abu Jihad, chief of the Palestinian side, and 
Mr Juwayd al-Ghusayn, that this committee is inoperative, neither for a 
Jordanian nor a Palestinian reason. The committee is the manager of a 
monetary fund. This money comes from Arab countries as part of an equation 
for distributing money. Saudi Arabia for the last 3 years, or more than a 
year and a half ago, has been the only one tec meet its commitments. The fund 
is now down to zero. The committee is still in existence, but work has been 
frozen due to the lack of funds. 


[Question] If money starts coming in again, will the committee resume its 
work? 


[Answer] Certainly. We will meet and will coordinate ways for spending this 
money. Hopefully, we would have succeeded in collecting funds to be devoted 
to our devleopment plan in the West Bank. Resumption of the committee's work 
will be in support of our designed plan. 


(With this question the interview with Mr Marwan Dudin came to an end. In the 


next issue, AL-TADAMUN will present the opinions of a number of political 
figures in Jordan about the international conference) 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


JOURNAL CONSIDERS ALTERNATE TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER STRATEGIES 
Riyadh TIJARAT AL-RIYAD in Arabic Sep 86 pp 76-79 


[Article by 'Abd-al-Fattah Muhammad Musa: "Technology Strategy in the Arab 
Nation and Choice of the Suitahle Method for Transferring Technology" ] 


[Text] The past 40 years, especially in the decades of the fifties and six- 
ties, witnessed the acquisition by most Arab countries of their political 
independence. These countries soon discovered that they were economically 
and technically subordinate to the big countries. Indeed, they felt that 
they were the weak partners in a world which to a great extent was lacking 
in equality and they felt that their ability to take vital decisions to 
develop their economies was limited. Therefore it became obvious that taking 
it for granted that economic and social development were the way to join the 
cavalcade of political, economic and social progress and that that would 
take place only through self-reliance for the most part, requiring support 
for their ability to determine the scope, magnitude, level and pattern of 
their productive powers, were things which meant that the acquisition of 
these skills and achievements depended decisively on the transfer of techno- 


logy. 


The Arab nation is distinguished in being a single unit or integrated parts 
which have their basic, homogeneous characteristics, arising from the parti- 
cular nature of place, climate and population distribution, in addition to 
characteristics of religion, civilization and culture in the political, eco- 
nomic and cultural context. These factors, especially their Islamic aspects, 
play a prominent role in bringing the peoples of the Arab nation together 
and qualitatively and quantitatively defining the process of economic and 
social growth and consequently the shift to the use of the techniques of 
science and technology and the assimilation of them to develop economic sys- 
tems so that they will be in keeping with advanced modern systems. These 
characteristics must be transformed into points of strength, and the Islamic 
and economic revival must be transformed in the course of civilization into 
activities of development and innovation in all economic and technical acti- 
vities as a part of scientific programs and plans endeavoring to uplift and 
advance the nation. 


Therefore, we wil] shed light on the problems of the transfer of technology 
and discrepancies and integration in the Arab world, comparing the economic 
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rates of growth in the advanced countries and the Arab countries, explaining 
the level of per capita income and referring to the resources of the Arab 
nation, while describing the development options presented in the Arab are- 
na, the strategy of Arab technology, and finally the method of choosing the 
technology suited to the Arab countries, as is apparent from the following: 


First, Problems of Technology in the Arab Nation 


The Arab nation suffers from some problems which may limit the possibilities 
for assimilating modern technology to a fruitful extent, due to the lack of 
order in population distribution, economic activity and civilized thinking. 
The rise in population density in some countries to a degree where it is 
difficult to provide such basic population services as health, education and 
culture, as is the case in most major Arab cities, is moreover matched by a 
decline in density in desert areas, which constitute 85 percent of the area 
of the nation, to a degree where it is difficult to provide the necessary 
population services, and this constitutes a problem of the utmost complexi- 
ty, limits the comprehensive horizontal development process and limits the 
process of technical modernization of the means of production. 


The prevailing climate in most areas of the Arab world is also characterized 
by heat and aridity or heat and humidity and the resultant effects from 
sandstorms, scanty rain and groundwater, poor soil quality and the difficul- 
ty of exerting manual effort for long periods of the year. This affects the 
main components of the life of projects and modern machinery and equipment, 
and consequently increases the costs of production, because that requires 
more scientific and technical personnel than similar projects require in 
countries with moderate climate or cold countries in the advanced countries. 


Second, Discrepancies and Integration in the Arab World 


Discussing the relative importance of science and technology and the most 
important difficulties and obstacles which face the transfer of technology 
in the Arab nation leads us to underline the features of the change that has 
occurred in the Arab world over the past 30 years, with a reference to the 
discrepancies among some Arab countries as we are on the brink of the 2ist 
century and the importance of integration among them to accelerate the pro- 
cesses of economic growth and the transfer and assimilation of technology. 


Economic structures changed in recent years after the October 1973 war in 
most Arab countries. Therefore, it is difficult to apply the obsolete pic- 
ture drawn up in the past to most of them. Their technological bases have 
been consolidated in an effective manner, and this has led to tne creation 
of a base for technology transfer which it is possible to evaluate in opti- 
mum fashion by comparing it most succinctly with corresponding changes in 
advanced countries. 


A. Economic growth in the advanced countries: 
The processes of development transformation in the advanced countries began 


in the latter half of the past century and stood out in a clear fashion in 
1875 when these countries, especially Japan, started to assume the system of 
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technology in moderniz+ng their economies. We observe that industry and ag- 
riculture covered 20 and 50 percent of their gross national product, respec- 
tively. In the 20th century, these countries' real national product grew by 
3 percent a year, and the rate of industrial growth in all of them was 4 
percent, while agriculture did not exceed 1.4 percent a year. 


In Japan, in the period 1910-1935, the main period of transformation, gross 
domestic product grew at an annual rate of 3.7 percent and real per capital] 
income at a rate of 2.1 percent. Agriculture contributed 19 percent and in- 
dustry 47 percent of total Japanese gross national product in 1935. 


B. Economic growth in the Arab world: 


The rate of growth in most Arab countries in the past 3 decades exceeded the 
advanced countries and in a short period reached a trend contrary to the 
proportions of agriculture and industry the advanced countries had attained, 
since the knowledge and technology available to the Arab countries was much 
better than what had existed in the period of the industrial countries! 
technological transformation. In addition to that, they managed to create 
new instruments and ways to enable them to perpetuate the technical trans- 
formation, since their domestic product increased almost five times over, 
that is, at an annual rate of growth of 5.4 percent between 1950 and 1985, a 
rate which is much higher than what the advanced countries had achieved in 
their period of development. The annual rate proceeded to rise from 4.5 per- 
cent in the fifties to 5.4 percent in the sixties, then close to 6 percent 
in the seventies and up to the mid eighties. Their industrial product also 
expanded at an annual growth rate of 7.3 percent in the period 1960-80, 
cont is higher than the rate of growth of the advanced countries (5 per- 
cent). 


C. The level of per capita income in the Arab countries: 


The record of growth referred to in the Arab nation hides the vast discre- 
pancy among Arab countries. This discrepancy is not restricted just to de- 
tails, but involves numerous aspects, among the most important of which are 
the low per capita gross national product levels. The report of the United 
Nations development project board printed in the United Nations publications 
in February 1986 stated that there are Arab countries with a very low level 
of income, while there are other countries with a very high income, even in 
comparison with the advanced countries. This is apparent from the following, 
based on 1983 data, valued in American dollars: 


The countries with low incomes, where the average per capita share is low, 
are Somalia (350), the Sudan (400), Mauritania (480), South Yemen (350) and 
North Yemen (550), while there are countries which have been characterized 
by high incomes because the per capita share of gross domestic product is 
relatively extremely high; these are the Arab emirates (31,310), the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia (13,330), Libya (8,480) and Algeria (2,530). The other Arab 
countries have an average income which ranges between the five former, low- 
income countries and the latter five countries, which are distinguished by a 
high income and high returns on capital but continue to depend oi the outer 
world technologically until the time domestic technically skilled persons 
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are trained and technology is assimilated. Meanwhile [in] the former coun- 
tries with low incomes, which have been affected by drought in recent years 
and also depend on a primitive manual economy in addition to the problems of 
housing, education, health and mediocre level of economic resources in gene- 
ral, the exploitation of these resources in the optimum manner urgently 
needs to transcend political and economic circumstances by self-reliance and 
the aid of high-income countries, so that they will be able to use and assi- 
milate technology and emerge from their crippling economic crisis. 


It is worth pointing out that this difference in the levels of per capita 
income in the Arab countries indicates the need for economic, social and 
technical integration. We observe that some Arab countries have a large sur- 
plus of human resources and technical skills, while others are deficient in 
being short on these resources, and while some countries in the Arab nation 
have many financial surpluses and economic resources and much mineral 
wealth, we find that others suffer from severe economic crises and a defi- 
ciency in mineral, economic and technical resources. 


This shows the feasibility of economic integration among these countries. 
There are other indices which show different aspects of integration among 
Arab countries and the strengthening of expansion of trade among them, the 
most important of which are the increase in the Arab nation's share of world 
trade, the increase in trade among them in recent years, the tangible trend 
toward economic planning through carefully studied development plans on ob- 
jective, scientific bases, some of which have realized great successes in 
this direction, and finally coordination and integration among the countries 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council, all of which are healthy indices of the 
strengthening of integravion and its potential within the Arab nation. 


Fourth [sic], The Resources of the Arab Nation 


The Arab countries are rich in economic, financial and human resources, and 
indeed in great technical resources, which if exploited economically and 
scientifically on the basis of planned scientific study will enable them to 
manage to be a tremendous economic force and indeed become the sixth force 
in the world, one of which the world, East and West, will take stock ina 
thousand ways. What shows this and calls for optimism in the future is "the 
development of investments in recent years," since the financial surpluses 
available for investment were estimated at just $4,070,000,000 in 1973, then 
rose to $116 billion in 1976, that is, increased 29 times over in just 4 
years, and, in the case of four countries (Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the Emi- 
rates and Qatar) came to about $279 bilion in the period 1974-82. These 
surpluses constitute 75 percent of the total accumulated surpluses of all 
the OPEC countries, which in the same period were estimated at about $374 
billion. However, these proceeded to drop, to $357 billion in 1983, as was 
shown by a paper prepared by the secretariat general of the Council of Arab 
Economic Unity presented to the symposium on the foreign indebtedness of the 
Arab countries held in Amman in April 1986. 


This paper added that the accumulated surpluses of the OPEC countries, in- 
cluding the Arab countries, were invested primarily in the industrial coun- 
tries. About $91 billion, that is, about 24 percent of the surplus, were 
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invested in the United States, Britain absorbed $67 billion, or 18 percent 
of the investments, and the other industrial countries attracted about $139 
billion, or 37 percent, of the total of these surpluses, while only $58 
billion, or 15 percent of the overall total of surpluses, were directed to- 
ward the developing countries. 


On the other hand, the value of Arab development aid funds offered to the 
developing countries in the form of loans came to about $20.4 billion up to 
the end of 1984, $10.4 billion of which were to the Arab countries, from 
which 18 Arab countries benefitted through 665 loans. The Sudan, Somalia, 
Mauritania, Djibouti and North and South Yemen obtained a third of this aid, 
while Jordan came in last place among these countries. In spite of the aid 
and loans the Arab countries obtained to finance their investment projects 
and development programs, they continued to require more in order to cover 
their requirements and needs in the economic and social areas. 


The data points out that the investments aimed at in the Arab world in the 
period 1970-1985 came to a total of $1,071,300,000,000, but what was actual- 
ly carried out came to just $360 billion in the period 1970-80. The Arab 
countries in the last 5 years continued to require $712 billion to cover the 
investment projects and programs it was intended to establish. 


Concerning the future of Arab oil, the paper stated that the Arab nation's 
production of oil reached its peak with world demand in 1979, when total 
crude oil production came to about 63 million barrels a day. That then 
started to decline to 55.9 million barrels in 1981, and began to fluctuate 
in the period 1982-84 in the range of 56 million barrels a day. 


In terms of oil reserves in the Arab countries, we find that they are more 
than one half the world's proved reserves. Meanwhile the world's reserves 
evolved from 650 billion barrels in 1980 to 719 billion barrels in 1984 and 
the reserves of Arab countries in the OPEC organization rose from 337 to 402 
billion barrels in the same period. 


In addition, the Arab nation possesses great mineral resources, which come 
to the 1 billion tons of iron and steel, 8 million tons of ethylene and 7 
million tons of nitrogenous and phosphate fertilizer it will need in 2000, 
and it possesses the largest world reserves of phosphate, sources of power, 
potassium, sulphur, copper, lead, zinc, uranium, coal, silver and so forth. 


The Arab nation possesses great manpower, which came to 186 million pople in 
1984, and that will come to close to 288 million people at the end of this 
century, 2000. This number includes thinkers who have achieved great status 
in degrees in science and technology spread about in all parts of the world, 
Kast and West, and the world takes great stock of them in all advanced sci- 
entific and technological fields. However, the Arab world still is in need 
of aware, educated Arabs who can directly link technical development to the 
mineral industries. A Moslem Arab, the scholar Farug al-Baz, sits at the 
summit of the technology of space research, whose banner in the world is 
carried by the United States of America, and the Arab countries have only to 
attract these emigrant intellects to return to their country in order to 
raise the banner of technology, the conquest of space and the use of the 
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most up-to-date technologies to provide a life of dignity for the Arab citi- 
zen. The use of computers and advanced technologies have also become acknow- 
ledged methods used in geological exploration activities, and the future 
technological conception of the mines of the future represents a compli- 
cated, integrated complex which is assigned to operations controlled at the 
surface by electronic control equipment including the most modern scientific 
technologies in terms of power with speed in the transmission of the most 
modern scientific and technical information. This makes it mandatory that 
the Arab countries follow a proper plan of action in dealing with these 
vital facilities, which will exhaust most fixed investments. The secretariat 
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development has estimated that 
43 percent of total fixed investments in the Arab nation went to finance 
production management imported as a major means of technology transfer in 
the early part of the seventies. According to the estimates of the ECO orga- 
nization, the value of imported goods represented by the process of techno- 
logy transfer in the case of the Arab countries in western Asia alone came 
to $8 billion in 1985. This figure represents an average rate of total im- 
ports of 68 percent in the case of the Arab oil countries and 50 percent in 
the case of the other Arab countries. In addition, the most important major 
elements for the establishment of the mining industry exist in the Arab 
countries; these are the presence of raw materials, the availability of ca- 
pital and the availability of skilled manpower and technical workers who are 
still in their earliest stages but need equipment and machinery, which they 
will import from the advanced countries. 


The most important mining projects established or planned to be established 
in the Arab world are projects to exploit phosphate in Morocco, Tunisia, 
Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Saudi Arabia, projects to exploit iron in 
Mauritania, Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and Saudi Arabia, pro- 
jects to exploit copper in Mauritania, Morocco and Jordan, and projects to 
exploit lead and zinc in Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia, in addition to other 
mining projects in the Arab nation which are related to the production of 
sulphur, manganese, asbestos, uranium, coal, chrome, barite, fluorspar, po- 
tassium, cobalt, aluminum and fluoride, in most Arab countries. 


Fifth, Arab Development Options 


The Arab nation, which extends from northwestern Africa to the Arab Gulf, 
possesses the human resources, mineral wealth, farmland and capital necessa- 
ry to lay the foundation for establishing the agricultural, industrial and 
service projects for realizing self-sufficiency, if these resources are ex- 
ploited in behalf of the Arab nation by the use of science and technology. 


If science is the understanding of causes and technology is the definition 
of means, the marriage of science and technology will open broad avenues to 
development options in the Arab nation if we view them as a group of inte- 
grated resources which exist homogeneously and are interconnected as a sin- 
gle unit faced by a limited number of main options in the context of the 
general philosophy of economic development. 


The first option is for the governments to design development plans and pro- 
grams in the light of the requirements necessary to provide a minimum level 
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of self-sufficiency in food, housing, education, health care and domestic 
and national security in the context of a clear defined strategy and a stage 
of national and domestic aspirations characterized by man's creative nature. 


The second option is the design of economic and social development plans and 
programs in the light of apparent available resources, which will have the 
goal of tapping unforeseen intrinsic resources. 


In thoroughly contemplating the two above options, it appears that the first 
is more enticing and more responsive to the aspirations of individuals, or- 
ganizations and political leaders, and also appears more logical in the long 
range if financial resources are available in an increasing fashion, as is 
the case in the oil countries, because most of them are inclined to adopt 
the first option, which is the aspiration to provide readymade requirements 
in the shortest possible time period without giving importance to the neces- 
sary human elements for administration, operation, maintenance, development 
and the like which modern systeme require, whether they are in the area of 
productive, processing or consumer industries or services. If the financial 
resources are available by means of loans and financial facilities, impul- 
sive pursuit of the first option, without a search for means for strengthen- 
ing intrinsic resources for transforming requirements and aspirations into 
an element of the intrinsic productive effort, has become a general phenome- 
non in most countries of the Arab nation. 


The second option imposes itself on many occasions as far as poor countries 
are concerned, but the current world economic system and the philosophy of 
investment in recent periods cause many Arab countries to gravitate toward 
the details of the first option in a manner remote from long-range national 
strategy, which leads to a waste of development efforts, so that they become 
efforts toward service and a surface level of prosperity along with in- 
creased economic and social subordination, which may begin with technical 
subordination and end with total subordination with respect to such strate- 
gic considerations as food, medicines and weapons. 


It is worth pointing out in this regard that the design of development plans 
and programs in accordance with the abovementioned options, the option of 
needs and aspirations and the option of resources, does not objectively re- 
quire scientific bases. Indeed, there are subjective influences which have a 
substantial role. On the other hand, defining needs and consequently drawing 
up plans on the base of them is an issue that is "not neutral" and is linked 
in hidden and apparent ways to a country's political and social philosophy. 


We observe that a large portion of the foreign aid to Arab countries has 
been directed to non-productive projects such as sports arenas, massive ho- 
tels and stations for transmitting television over more than one channel for 
a number of hours in spite of the lack of availability of the technical, 
artistic and cultural resources for providing beneficial advanced programs. 
These have not served the domestic economy in a practical fashion because 
they have not contributed to the development of innate production resources. 


Sixth, The Strategy of Arab Technology 


The Arab countries have been concerned with the transfer of technology to 
themselves in recent years. They have established scientific and technicai 
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research centers, each of which continued to function in a manner in isola- 
tion from the others until the United Nations conference on science and 
technology for the sake of development was held in Vienna in August 1979. 
Participating in this converence were 142 countries, including 21 Arab coun- 
tries, Jordan, the Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Tunisia, Oman, Qatar, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Libya, Egypt, Morocco, Mauritania, South Yemen, North Yemen and the 
Liberation Organization, which attended as an observer. The conference sec- 
retariat considered it appropriate for regional organizations and institu-~ 
tions to play a prominent, vital role in the process of preparing for this 
conference. Because most Arab countries lacked specialized organizations in 
science and technology the federation of Arab scientific research councils 
became the body which was actually qualified to follow up on this matter in 
the Arab context and it was the one which actually acted in this regard and 
mobilized powers and resources to prepare a unified Arab point of view. The 
following Arab countries, Jordan, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Syria, [raq, the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, Qatar, Kuwait, Libya, Egypt, South Yemen 
and North Yemen, prepared special Arab papers concerning their own cases. 
The federation of scientific research councils then prepared a collective 
Arab paper which they all presented to the United Nations conference on 
science and technology for the sake of development in Vienna in 1979. This 
research had great influence in the conference and a great effect within the: 
Arab countries, and interest arose in establishing specialized scientific 
organizations in many Arab countries. One of the most prominent research 
works presented was the Arab paper, which stressed the compatibility of the 
policy of science and technology with the development of Arab sources and 
resources in order to realize economic develojment, which has the goal of 
developing Arab capabilities in science and technology which are able to 
respond to Arab security and strategic needs and indeed have come to repre- 
sent the strategy of ‘Arab technology because they are aimed at: 


1. Endorsing a clear strategy for science and technology as part of higher 
Arab national development stratogy, from which a system of priorities will 
emerge, while propounding a strategy compatible with available intrinsic 
resources which will include the realization of a plan for science and tech- 
nology that will be part of the comprehensive national development plans. 


2. Adopting an Arab national strategy in the area of industrial and agricul- 
tural development directed at the realization of Arab integration, which 
will be the basic point of emphasis of national development strategy. 


3. Establishing an Arab information network at the service of all Arab re- 
search centers and organizations, institutes end universities, Linking them 
to an international information system and cooperating with Arab, regional 
and existing Arab organizations to provide Arab researchers with the conclu- 
sions of agricultural and industrial research. 


4. Conducting comprehensive accurate scientific surveys of human resources, 
natural resources and existing Arab industries in a manner which will guar- 
antee integration, the interests of all parties and the interests of the 
Arab peoples. 


5. Encouraging the establishment of further cooperation among Arab coun- 
tries, assisting the activities of Arab scientific federations which are 
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aimed at promoting the importance of science and technology and coordinating 
their plans in order to realize Arab economic, agricultural and industrial 
development. 


These conferences have had a great effect with respect to interest in the 
economics of the transfer of technology to the Arab countries, establishment 
of specialized scientific agencies and interest in scientific research and 
technology to accelerate the steps of economic and social development in the 
Arab nation. 


Seventh, Choice of the Suitable Style of Technology 


The Arab countries are characterized by specific features as far as "prob- 
lems of technology transfer and the great discrepancy among some of their 
countries" are concerned, in terms of the average per capita share of na- 
tional product and human and material resources they possess, with more than 
half the world's reserves of energy sources, and a central position relative 
to the whole world, a clearly defined technological strategy and the choice 
of a development style for each group of countries which thoroughly and per- 
ceptively considers the choice of the suitable style for transferring tech- 
nology to them, because technology does not consist of neutral data; rather, 
it is determined by the circumstances of its origin and the needs of the 
productive units which deal with it. 


Schools of thought exist concerning the use of the suitable style for trans- 
ferring technology to the Arab countries. The first of these is intermediate 
technology, the technology which most modern countries have used at some 
stage of their advancement; this is suited to Arab countries with high popu- 
lation density and sparse financial resources which in addition have a scar- 
city of skilled labor. It relies on the use of horizontal technology while 
training technically skilled persons and training them in the step by step 
assimilation of technology, and does not move on to a step until after it 
has been proved that the step preceding it has been gradually assimilated. 


The second is advanced technology, which is suited to countries which have 
few human resources but an abundance of capital and possess great mineral 
resources to a large extent, provided that greater care be given to the 
assimilation of this technology in more rapid form although at greater cost. 
The various stages of this technology are rarely integrated, because of the 
nature of the advanced technology itself and its needs for trained skilled 
labor. 


What is worth mentioning is that the Arab nation does not deal with a speci- 
fic technology for a specific manufacture and production. This means making 
proper use of the resources available in order to obtain the best and most 
rapid achievements to reduce the deficiencies of backwardness which most 
Arab countries are experiencing, because economic, social and technical de- 
velopment means a qualitative change in the direction of a better level in 
all major and branch sectors with the goal of realizing the highest possible 
rate of use of the workforce in the various productive sectors. 


The dynamic notion of choosing the appropriate technology for each Arab 
country is spelled out by the requirements of the development plan itself in 
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accordance with the facts of its objective circumstances, and this requires 
dealing with the most suitable technology, regardless of its technical le- 
vel, the country exporting it and the ideology to which it is subordinate, 
because it all forms a harmonious unit aimed at reducing the severity of 
technical subordination and realizing economic independence and the desired 
economic, social and technical development. 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


NATION'S ECONOMIC PLANS, PROGRESS SINCE REVOLUTION REVIEWED 
Repercussions of Economic Orientation 

Sanaa AL-YAMAN AL-JADID in Arabic Sep 86 pp 77-91 

[Article by Dr Muhammad Ahmad 'Ali] 


[Text] Before we begin to proceed underlining the most important repercuss- 
ions of the 26 September revolution's economic orientation on the organized 
legislation of economic relations, it is necessary to describe, in an abbre- 
viated, simplified theoretical context, the issue of the relationship be- 
tween economic legislation and economic relations on the one hand and econo- 
mic legislation and economic orientation (policy) on the other, with the 
objective of discussing our subject from the premise of this theoretical 
context. 


Restriction of our subject to the attempt to show the extent of the reper- 
cussions of the economic orientation on economic legislation does not mean 
that we thereby imply that this orientation's repercussions exist only in 
the organized legislation of economic relations. Rather, our choice of this 
subject was made for three reasons. 


First, in brief, the solution of all the problems in any society is contin- 
gent on the solution of economic problems first of all. 


Second, the problem of the relationship between the law in general in all 
its branches and the economic structure is a philosophical one which we can- 
not deal with here on this occasion. 


The third reason is connected to the specific characteristics of economic 
legislation in the developing countries. 


In order to dispel ambiguity, it is necessary to stress that the law, or 
rights in general, are considered components of the social superstructure 
which is drawn up by social consciousness and whose essence is determined by 
the economic structure. The law therefore is a question of social conscious- 
ness and is connected to all the components of the superstructure of the 
society as a part of that structure. In terms of its identity, it is an 
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embodiment of economic relations and reflects the political and economic 
orientations of a given country. Although economic legislation has a special 
distinctive character, as contrasted with economic orientations and poli- 
cies, this special character is clearly apparent in societies which are 
still at the beginning of the road toward forming a specific social system 
and are represented in our present time by the societies of the developing 
countries, of which our Yemeni society is one, and in this stage specifical- 
ly political and ideological ambitions can prepare the suitable climate for 
setting out economic legislation which transcends and goes beyond the lower 
level of relations, that is to say that economic legislation, in terms of 
its development and essence, can anticipate the development of economic re- 
lations, it is true that economic relations are embodied in a specific legal 
system which regulates them and is formed in accordance with them. However, 
it is also true that the effect is mutual and, more than that, it has been 
practically demonstrated, in a number of developing countries, that economic 
legislation, which is considered an embodiment of existing economic rela- 
tions, can play a countervaling role in the formation of new economic rela- 
tions. However, economic legislation cannot play such a role unless it con- 
sists of repercussions of economic orientations and policies which have mo- 
bilized all resources to create these new economic relations, and this is 
not the rule, but rather an exception to it and a deviation from it. The 
economic orientations reflected in the economic legislation of a number of 
developing countries have helped create and implant new economic relations. 


Following the liberation of the developing countries in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America from direct colonialism or backward clerical regimes, they 
found themselves incapable of solving many social and economic problems, 
specifically. These included countries in which the political leadership 
managed to overcome some of these problems, while their exacerbation in- 
creased in other such countries. In the former group, the process of politi- 
cal liberation was led by national forces which believed in the need for 
economic liberation so that their countries would be able to preserve poli- 
tical independence and realize social justice which cannot be achieved with- 
out the creation and establishment of new socioeconomic relations and the 
creation of a new economic system replacing the distorted economic system 
which they had inherited from colonialism or backward regimes. In order to 
reach this goal, these forces determined to set out a new economic policy 
which was reflected in economic legislation. 


By virtue of this, the country concerned came to resemble a social institu- 
tion presided over by the leadership of the development process and com- 
pelled to carry out this economic policy in accordance with a new method of 
production determined by economic legislation. Deviation from this policy 
became a deviation from the law. In this manner, a number of developing 
countries actually were able to create new economic relations, build a new 
economic system in the context of a new socioeconomic structure and build a 
new economic order in the context of a socioeconomic structure which had not 
been prepared in accordance with theoretical conditions to create this sort 
of change which did occur, out of laws which clearly reflected the new eco- 
nomic orientations or policies -- laws imposing the dominance of the public 
sector on important economic areas and restricting the role of the private 
sector to economic areas of secondary importance, laws imposing the 


45 














dominance of the government on foreign trade and international financial 
transactions and laws regulating development investment oriented toward the 
creation of an independent national economic base realizing actual national 
development and comprehensive social justice. This legislation did play an 
effective role in the development process in a number of developing coun- 
tries, among the such Arab countries as Egypt, Algeria, Iraq and Syria, and 
success was destined for a number of these countries, which continued with 
the same platform, in spite of the doubts and pessimism of some political 
and economic theoreticians. 


The success of a given experiment in a specific developing country is consi- 
dered the most assured experiment another developing country can emulate, in 
light of these countries' common characteristics. 


From the regime of the imamate, Yemen inherited a very backward economic 
system to which it is very difficult to apply any labels and which it is not 
possible to define in the context of a given economic system. While the 
barter system prevailed in some areas, in other areas there were cash commo- 
dity relations, specifically in the southern regions, and transactions took 
place in foreign currencies because Yemen did not have its own national cur- 
rency. 


Yemen established (limited) international commercial relations with coun- 
tries in which government organizations engaged in foreign trade, specifi- 
cally the Soviet Union, from which it imported most commercial commodities. 
In addition, the investment projects which were established in the country 
or on whose establishment agreement was reached in the decade of the fifties 
were carried out with foreign government, not private, capital. This was the 
rule regarding transactions with foreign capital. This type of international 
economic transaction does not of necessity call for the creation of economic 
legislation, especially if it is limited and subject in terms of legal regu- 
lation to the rules of international treaties and agreements. 


Therefore, and in addition to the desire of the imams' authorities to pre- 
serve quasi-feudal economic relations and prevent the occurrence of any so- 
cial or economic changes, Yemen, until the outbreak of the 26 September re- 
volution, did not witness modern economic legislation. After the outbreak of 
the revolution, the issue of the regulation of economic relations assumed 
great importance and prominent place in legislation, in embodiment of the 
orientations of the revolution, which had the goal of establishing social 
justice, bringing Yemen out of its isolation and creating comprehensive so- 
cioeconomic development founded on planning and programming. Since compre- 
hensive development required that the government perform the basic role in 
it and assume the task of economic leadership, it was necessary to set out 
an economic policy which would assume the role of carrying out the task of 
developing public organizations and granting the status of dominance and 
hegemony to the public sector, especially in the productive areas, so that 
this policy would be harmonious with the economic orientation of the revolu- 
tion. 


The 26 September revolution brought with it its goals, encompassing its ori- 
entations, which were aimed at eliminating the vestiges of the past with all 
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its challenges. In order to face these challenges, it was necessary to 
create socioeconomic development whose basis was justice and equality, as 
expressed in these objectives. The third objective of the revolution was 
concerned with raising the people's level economically, socially, political- 
ly and culturally. Realizing the substance of the other goals, such as 
spreading justice and eliminating distinctions and privileges among classes 
(1) and creating a just democratic cooperative society (2) depended on the 
realization of this goal, comprehensive development. 


These goals assigned a great task to the government of the revolution; this 
was embodied in the creation of new social, economic and political relations 
based on justice and equality. The attainment of social justice through the 
elimination of distinctions and privileges among classes takes place only if 
economic justice is realized among the members of the society, and this re- 
quires direct intervention by the government in the affairs of economic life 
and its assumption of leadership of the development process by the medium of 
the public sector. 


Since the revolution's economic orientation was aimed at the establishment 
of a guided economy which would bring about justice and create real develop- 
ment, it was necessary that it emerge from the framework of abstract princi- 
ples and be reflected in economic bases which, from the legal (formal) 
standpoint, did not guarantee the realization of this orientation. 


The first bases in which this orientation was reflected were the bases of 
the numerous constitutions issued after the revolution occurred, including 
the 1970 constitution. 


The bases of these constitutions defined the goal of every economic activi- 
ty, whether it was in the area of foreign or domestic trade or in the area 
of productive investment, and the realization of economic development plans. 


Although the permanent constitution issued in 1970 was issued in a period 
which witnessed some retrenchment, it did not abandon the general economic 
orientation of the revolution, which the constitutions issued before it had 
reflected. 


According to the stipulations of this constitution, the Yemeni economy was 
to be organized in accordance with a plan the government set out, in which 
the principles of social justice would be observed and which wouia aim at 
the development and advancement of production and the rise in the standard 
of living, provided that the plan not infringe the country's sovereignty and 
independence (3). 


This means that the domestic economy had to be programmed and guided in a 
manner realizing social justice, and at the same time it was necessary to 
set out the restrictions required for preserving the national interests and 
protecting the domestic economy from the danger of subjugation to foreign 
dominance through foreign trade activities or the investment of foreign pri- 
vate capital or domestic capital connected to it. By the way, we would like 
to point out that foreign capital's dominance of the domestic economy will 
inevitably lead to foreign economic subordination and thus to political 
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subordination, and allowing this sort of dominance means abandoning the 
rights of sovereignty basically connected to political and economic indepen- 
dence. 


The various constitutions did not embrace the issue of the public sector's 
monopolization of the assumption of economic activities. Rather, they per- 
mitted the pursuit of private economic activity, on condition however that 
that not harm the principle of the guided economic system. A guided economy 
has the goal of realizing a better life for society as a whole, while free- 
dom of economic activity has the goal of realizing the interests of a speci- 
fic group of the society. So that the interests of a small group of members 
of the society would not prevail over the interests of the overwhelming ma- 
jority, these constitutional bases, when they approved the freedom of econo- 
mic activity, stipulated that this activity not harm the interests of the 
society (4). 


This means that the pursuit of private economic activity, by domestic or 
foreign individuals, natural or legal, must first of all not be outside the 
development plans the government sets out and secondly must not conflict 
with the interests of the rest of the people. 


From the constitutional provisions referred to above, it is clear that the 
principle of freedom of economic activity was not given the meaning or defi- 
nition recognized in the capitalist system. Rather, what was meant by it was 
the right of individuals and companies to engage in private economic activi- 
ties. As to the style and areas of these activities, the government would 
stipulate these in a manner which would realize the goals of socioeconomic 
development in the context of the government's economic plans and programs. 


Thus the constitutions issued since the outbreak of the revolution contained 
the general context or general provisions related to the regulation of eco- 
nomic activity in accordance with the revolution's economic orientation and 
the economic policy the government of the revolution charted, while provi- 
sions concerned with the regulation of this activity which reflected this 
orientation in a specific manner were included in a number of special laws. 


In realization of the revolution's orientations toward the creation of com- 
prehensive development which would have the effect of providing suitable 
circumstances for creating socioeconomic justice, the government of the re- 
volution started to establish a number of public and mixed organizations, 
foremost among them the Yemeni Bank for Construction and Redevelopment and 
the Foreign Trade Company, and laws were issued regulating their activities. 
During this period, the government devoted most of its attention to setting 
out economic legislation and that held priority among the various branches 
of the law. 


The economic legislators in the years following the revolution were con- 
cerned basically with issuing laws related to the regulation of foreign 
trade and domestic and foreign capital investment. 


Proceeding from the economic orientation of the revolution, laws were issued 
regulating foreign trade in a manner which had the objective of guaranteeing 
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that the country would obtain its requirements of various foreign goods and 
commodities on the best of conditions, that the import of the machinery, 
equipment and materials necessary for establishing development projects 
would be facilitated, and also that exports for the sake of obtaining for- 
eign currency would be encouraged. The laws regulating foreign trade were 
among the first of the laws of economic legislation issued after the out- 
break of the revolution. Among them, we might mention: 


Law 15 for 1963 bearing on certain provisions related to the regulation of 
foreign trade, Law 29 for 1963 bearing on the areas of jurisdiction and 
composition of the Ministry of Economy, which included the regulation of 
some import and export activities, Law 16 for 1964 forming a higher import- 
export committee, Law 17 for 1964 regarding exports, Law 18 for 1964 regard- 
ing imports, Law 19 for 1964 regarding the regulation of surveillance over 
monetary activities, Law 18 for 1965 regarding the founding of the Foreign 
Trade Company and other laws. 


in accordance with the aforementioned law on imports, it was forbidden to 
import goods from abroad without receiving an import permit from the Higher 
Import and Export Committee, among whose tasks was to study the effects of 
imports on the domestic economy and determine the materials it was permitted 
to import. It would not permit imports until it ascertained that there was 
no harm in then. 


In accordance with Decrees Three and Four for 1967 issued by the Ministry of 
Economy, import and export activities were also then subjected to the mone- 
tary activities surveillance authority. 


In summation, one can say that this economic legislation truly reflected the 
revolution's economic orientation, gave the government the task of direct 
surveillance of economic activity, domestic and foreign, and restricted this 
activity within the framework of the government's plans. 


Proceeding from these premises, all the laws of economic legislation were 
oriented toward the realization of development which met the conditions of 
justice and equality. The import law, for instance, was aimed at: 


First, conforming import policy to the government's economic planning, by 
means of provisions on disbursement of the country's foreign currency re- 
ceipts to make it possible to carry out economic development projects. 


Second, giving priority to productive commodities and materials, devoting 
attention to the provision of necessary commodities and consumer goods and 
preventing private capital from monopolizing important supply commodity im- 
ports (5). 


The law regulating surveillance of monetary activities restricted the pro- 
cess of the removal of money from the country and stipulated that the prices 
of goods exported through the banks were to be collected within 3 months of 
their date of shipment, so that the money for these goods would not be used 
outside Yemen. In encouragement of exports, the law permitted exporters to 
use the value of their exports to buy imported goods via accredited banks. 
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One of the goals of the Foreign Trade Company, in accordance with its char- 
ter, was the regulation and marketing of major commodities with the goal of 
protecting citizens from the greed of importing merchants. Through govern- 
ment support of the company, it managed to resist the dominance by the colo- 
nial market of Aden of the prices of Yemeni crops and prevented the monopo- 
lization of imports and exports by Aden merchants who were connected to the 
Western monopolies. 


Through support from the other public economic organizations, this company 
managed to support Yemeni currency and save foreign currency, because the 
export of major crops, before it took that over, occurred in an individual, 
haphazard manner and therefore the desired foreign currency receipts were 
not realized on the government's behalf. 


Therefore, foreign currency from exports became an effective means for in- 
porting the required economic development project machinery and equipment. 
This increased the country's national income and raised the individual Yeme- 
ni's standard of living. This is proved by the increase in imports without 
effect on the national currency; it rose in 1965 by 446 percent relative to 
1963. 


At the outset, we once again stress that economic justice is the basis of 
social justice and it is not possible, indeed one might say it is impossi- 
ble, for social justice to be realized without it. One cannot talk about 
economic justice in the context of the existence of a backward economy part 
of which is founded on natural individual barter. 


Therefore, the effort to create comprehensive foundations for development 
headed up the concerns which addressed themselves to the government of the 
revolution. However, intrinsic resources were scanty and private domestic 
capital was weak and deficient in investment expertise and investment aware- 
ness. In the light of these conditions, there was no way to avoid seeking 
the aid of foreign capital, and the first law regulating foreign investment 
was issued in 1964. 


The foreign investment law, like other laws regulating economic activity in 
the country, was issued at a sensitive stage of the Yemeni revolution. Out 
of the government of the revolution's awareness of the dangers of economic 
dominance and the techniques of neocolonialism, which were embodied in eco- 
nomic colonialism, it set out intensified restrictions on foreign capital 
investment and in accordance with this law subjected the matter of permit- 
ting the entry of foreign capital into the country and the pursuit of in- 
vestment to the surveillance and supervision of the higher agencies of the 
government and formed special high-level agencies to perform the task of 
direct investment oversight. The provisions of the foreign investment law, 
like the provisions of other laws on economic legislation, proceeded from 
the issue of the need to advance the country toward economic independence, 
in execution of the goals and principles of the revolution, by providing the 
main conditions for establishing a public sector occupying the central place 
in the domestic economy. 


In all the abovementioned laws, the revolutionary Yemeni legislators pro- 
ceeded from the notions of social justice they had copied from Egyptian 
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revolutionary legislation, which considered the establishment of a guided 
economy where dominance would belong to the public sector to be tantamount 
to a basis for creating the society of justice, equality and pro.wperity. 


However, the circumstances which confronted the revolution domestically and 
abroad and its leaders' preoccupation with the war which was imposed on them 
for a period of approximately a decade, in addition to the imposition of the 
economic blockade on the country by most Arab countries and countries of the 
Western camp, inhibited it in realizing these development aspirations, which 
were included in its economic orientation and reflected in the legislation. 
In spite of that, it managed to create the initial bases, as a point of 
departure for the future attainment of the development desired. 


Since this economic legislation, with its progressive content, was a reflec- 
tion of the political leadership's economic orientation, proceeding from the 
notions of the goals of the revolution, the continued conviction in the va- 
lidity of guidance was required for the sake of surviving, continuing and 
developing with the same progress and clarity. However, it is well known 
that our revolution, to a sufficient extent, received its share of inepti- 
tude, fluctuations and acts of aberrance, same as any revolution arising in 
a society where adequate conditions are not yet provided for the establish- 
ment of an advanced social, economic and political system which will guaran- 
tee justice and equality without grievous sacrifices and successes and fail- 
ure at a given stage of its development. As a product of the difficult cir- 
cumstances the revolution passed through and the challenges referred to a- 
bove which it faced, an additional element emerged which increased the con- 
plexity of these circumstances and negatively affected its resources in con- 
fronting the challenges. This new element was represented by Egypt's defeat 
in 1967. This defeat did not concern Egypt alone, but concerned all the Arab 
forces of liberation. New convictions formed among politically effective 
forces which were embodied in the pursuit of a conce* iatory way of solving 
the problems which were the object of struggle ar . dispute. These concilia- 
tory solutions dictated some regression from some existing theoretical and 
applied orientations; the economic orientation suffered more than others 
from this regression and its effects appeared on the economic situation, 
which was still in the initial stages of its treatment, and at that time 
reflected the features of a new economic system, to a basic extent, with the 
start of the decade of the seventies. 


Learning about the new economic orientation requires not great exertion but 
rather a simple reading and fleeting comparison o1 the role of the public 
sector in economic life through official figures in the years of the decade 
of the sixties and the first half of the decade of the seventies (6). 


Through this comparison, we find that the role of the public sector in the 
recent period, which we have referred to, proceeded gradually to decline 
until it reached its nadir in 19763; conversely the rise of the role of the 
consumer-oriented private sector increased until the balance between that 
and the public sector was disrupted on behalf of the former. [A sentence is 
apparently missing here.] Regardless of our position on that new economic 
orientation, it is most likely that its proponents erroneously or deliber- 
ately fell under the influence of rapid development and consumer prosperity 
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and consequently founded their development policy on the basis of the crite- 
rion of the magnitude of gross national product without considering the man- 
ner and justice of its distribution. 


Real development, especially in the case of these poor backward countries 
which cannot solve their social and economic problems unless the government 
plays the role of leader and organizer of the economic development process, 
due to the interconnected effects resulting from its lack of a role in this 
matter which infringe upon the essence of the social structure and jeopar- 
dize the country's sovereignty and independence, means not so much an in- 
crease in capital as the creation of firm foundations for a new economic 
system which will prevent the country from succumbing to foreign subordina- 
tion and will realize justice for all members of the society. 


In the context of this erroneous belief, the economic orientation during 
this period was directed towards the encouragement of private economic acti- 
vity in non-development consumer and service areas, in the area of the conm- 
merce of consumer goods, banking activities and construction and recreation- 
al activities. 


This economic orientation created income structures which represented struc- 
tures which were as far-removed from equality as could be in a poor country 
such as ours and created voracious consumer appetites to whose demands for 
luxuries and means of pomp concerning the country's hard-earned revenues 
they became the victim to this day. In spite of the many attempts which the 
Yemeni government has made and is making in the realm of foreign capital 
investment by adopting the same orientation from the same premises, foreign 
capital was permitted to perform non-development investments, specifically 
in the area of commercial and banking activity, and broad opportunities o- 
pened up before it which were accompanied by many numerous exemptions and 
benefits, out of the belief that this approach would attract private foreign 
capital to invest. This approach might be indeed feasible for attracting 
foreign capital, however to invest not in areas which lead to actual de- 
velopment that will have the effect of creating a strong domestic economic 
base and realizing true economic independence and social prosperity founded 
on justice and equality but rather in areas of a rapid-profit consumer cha- 
racter intensifying foreign subordination and facilitating the avoidance of 
commercial and non-commercial risks with respect to the foreign investor. As 
for attracting foreign capital into industrial and agricultural production 
areas which will guarantee the country the possibility of preserving its 
independence and continuing to intensify it, that requires objective condi- 
tions, at the forefront of which lie the country's economic strength and 
social stability. In a framework where these conditions are absent, foreign 
capital will continue to ignore this type of investment. The position of 
foreign private (Western) capital on investment in the developing countries 
was correctly asserted by the French researcher Jacques Loup, proceeding 
from actual knowledge and experise as a former economist in the World Bank, 
through his statement "As far as private capital goes, that will continue to 
ignore the poorest countries. Indeed, it will not be in the power of coun- 
tries with modest incomes to attract it unless their ability to pay, that 
is, their export horizons, seem satisfactory. Therefore, in the last analy- 
sis, the only alternative to an increase in their exports will be a 
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reduction in their imports (7)." That is the testimony of a witness from 
their midst and will spare us the trouble of looking for examples and models 
for which this is not the place. 


Thus, returning to our platform, which we referred to at the beginning, that 
economic legislation in developing countries can be a reflection of economic 
orientations and policies, in view of the special characteristics that the 
developing countries are distinguished by, which are connected to their de- 
gree of development, the new orientation or new economic policy we are in- 
tending to discuss called for the creation of a change in economic legisla- 
tion which would give it form and speak for it. Therefore, new laws were 
issued whose orientation and substance were different from the laws issued 
previously, such as Law 13 for 1970 regarding the investment of domestic and 
foreign capital in the area of economic development, which was replaced by 
the 1975 law, the two import and export laws of 1975, the commercial group 
issued in 1976, the commercial law, the law on commercial companies, the law 
on agencies, branches of companies and foreign firms, and so forth. 


In comparing the laws issued before 1967 with those issued in the first half 
of the seventies, we find that the difference between them is essential, in 
terms of premises and notions. From the economic standpoint, the latter a- 
bandoned the initial orientation toward establishing a domestic economy 
which the public organizations would advance, one of guidance and restric- 
tion, adopted the notion of the individual, free economy and consequently 
abandoned the notion of justice which had imposed this orientation on the 
former. 


From the standpoint of rights, the latter laws abandoned the theory of so- 
cial rights which was the point of emphasis of the former. 


Reflecting the new economic orientation, the economic legislation issued in 
the seventies focussed on the theory of individual rights, which was basic- 
ally embodied in the group of commercial laws granting freedom of economic 
activity and the freedom to conclude agreements drawn from existing Western 
European legislation founded on the premises of individualism. Individualism 
means nonintervention by the government in the economic activity of the in- 
dividual except to the necessary, narrow extent, and the person possessing 
the right can act in his economic activity in the manner he Likes. 


Thus recent economic legislation has been founded on premises of rights 
which are in essence in conflict with the premises of the economic legisla- 
tion issued from the outbreak of the revolution to 1967; the latter was 
based to a fundamental degree on the foundation of the theory of social 
rights which restricts freedom of ownership in the public interest and makes 
it permissible to appropriate it in the public interest, is basically con- 
cerned with society itself, gives the individual rights to a degree which 
does not conflict with the interests of the society and restricts private 
economic activity on behalf of the public interest -- thereby expanding the 
application of the social bases organizing economic relations since it 
causes them to embrace everything that will achieve happiness for the socie- 
ty. On this basis, economic activity becomes a social function which serves 
the interests of the society ahead of individual interests. Lest we fail to 
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be accurate, it is necessary to poiut out that some laws issued in the sev- 
enties preserved some of the notions of the social theory, such as the per- 
manent constitution and the civil law, by considering private property a 
social function and permitting its nationalization if the public interest 
requires that. This was an attempt at conciliation in which the ideology of 
individualism gained predominance. 


Thus the economic legislation issued after the outbreak of the 26 September 
revolution was concerned with a specific interest and the legislators con- 
centrated all their efforts approximately on this area, embodying the econo- 
mic orientation of the revolution, which had the ulterior motive of causing 
the country to advance toward full economic independence through the estab- 
lishment of a public sector which would possess sovereignty and control over 
the domestic economy, in attainment of justice and social equality. 


Sources 


1. See "The First Goal of the Revolution," which stipulates "liberation from 
tyranny, colonialism and their vestiges, the establishment of a just repub- 

lican regime and the elimination of differences and advantages among class- 

es." 


2. See "The Fourth Goal," which stipulates "the establishment of a just co- 
operative democratic society whose statutes are derived from the spirit of 
the pure Islam." 


3. See Article 10 of the permanent constitution issued in 1970. 
4. See Article 11 of the permanent constitution, which stipulates "private 
economic activity is free, provided that it not harm the interests of the 


society." 


5. For further details, refer to "Yearbook for 1965," p 40 ff, "Yearbook for 
1966," p 122 ff. 


6. It is possible to study this preliminary comparison in Muhammad Ahmad 
"Ali, "The 26 September revolution and its effect on legislation and its 
orientation," AL-WATAN magazine, Number Eight, September-October 1985, p 11. 


7. Jacques Loup, "The Third World and the Challenges of Survival," transla- 
tion by Ahmad Fu'ad Balba', World of Knowledge Series, August 1986, p 353. 


Development Planning Experiment Reviewed 
Sanaa AL-YAMAN AL-JADID in Arabic Sep 86 pp 92-105 
[Article by Jamal 'Abd-al-Rahman al-Hadrami ] 
[Text] A summary of the beginning of planning in Yemen: 


Planning has become a necessary, important requirement for most developing 
countries and planning activity is considered to be one of the means pursued 
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to achieve development goals in these countries. The discussion of what is 
called "the planning fad" now ignores many of the scientific differences 
which at times are oriented toward defining development as catching up to 
the cavalcade of the advanced countries, transferring technology or increas- 
ing production. All this depends on the economic notion of development, 
since the justification of development which depends on production prepared 
to respond to man's needs and desires must be connected to planned prepara- 
tion and execution and the wedding of means and ends to put the process of 
comprehensive development at the service and in the reach of everyone, so 
that it may produce new social relations which are removed from gratuitous 
violence and dominance. This responds to the spirit of the Islamic heritage, 
since learning and wisdom, means and ends are not separate, man is the basis 
and desired goai of development, and the squandering of resources is "an 
atrocity which is the doing of the devil," while development which is ori- 
ented toward distinguishing between the qualitative and the quantitative in 
the economy and culture together and toward distinguishing between learning 
and wisdom, that is, between ends and means, in order to lead to the conse- 
cration of the phenomenon of backwardness and the connection between modern 
production and its cultural roots, is what has made it easy to convert the 
economy of industrial nations to an economy of war and excess resulting in 
the creation of further cultural chaos which has brought wars and exported 
them to the developing countries, and also has created a fragile consumer 
culture, giving permanent legitimacy to subordination in all its forms. 


Because of all this, it has been necessary to carry out planning as a means 
to realize goals which it is desired to bring into being through applica- 
ticn. After the world crisis of 1929, the capitalist countries sought to 
intervene in the economy under the rubric of public policies which would 
have the effect of orienting economic sectors toward harmonious development 
to protect the country from economic fluctuations; the discussion of guided 
planning was initiated because it respected the foundations of the capital- 
ist system in the private ownership of the means of production, which guides 
economic activity and does not subject the private sector to coercion. As 
for planning in the socialist countries, the first comprehensive planning 
began in the Soviet Union in 1928, consisting of "a group of decisions the 
government took to which all elements which were engaged in economic life ~-- 
government, groups and individuals -- were committed, and planning from the 
economic standpoint is aimed at realizing a basic goal, which is harmonious, 
suitable development of the economy to preserve the attainment of balance 
within the domestic economy." (1) 


Planning is considered binding because it is issued in the form of general 
policies from the higher planning office, then penetrates to the level of 
regions and productive organizations, so that the final notions of the plan 
may be set forth, then comes back once again and is issued in the form of a 
final plan decree. Dr Isma'il Sabri gives planning a simple definition, 
which is "the process of ascertaining in full, as far as possible, the reve- 
nues available to the society in the base year and features of their dis- 
bursement, then drawing up the optimum picture, within the Limits of our 
available resources, of the status of revenues and expenditures at the end 
of the plan and recommending measures, policies and projects which will 
guarantee that society is transferred from the point of the base year to the 


55 








conditions desired at the end of this plan," whether this period is 6 years, 
5 years or 7 years, according to the time required to carry out the projects 
which will realize the objectives. (2) 


Our blessed revolution came about to adopt the platform of planning from the 
time it broke out. In 1963, the tasks of planning were assigned to the Min- 
istry of Economy at that time, and in 1966 the law calling on the creation 
of a "development and reconstruction council" was issued. Then in 1968 Law 
14 was issued, which created the higher planning council and gave it many 
powers to work to realize development in our country. However, not all of 
the foregoing measures were crowned with success, because of a shortage in 
expertise and personnel and the absence of planning sense on the part of the 
bodies at that time to help these agencies, in addition to the absence of 
political stability. There is no doubt that Yemen's exposure to these expe- 
riences, from which it derived the benefit of real lessons and reaped scien- 
tific benefits which showed it the proper planning course through expansion 
in the tasks of planning, led to the appearance of the Central Planning 
Agency in 1972, for which practical functions were defined, embodied in per- 
forming statistics, planning the eva.iation and followup of projects then 
pursuing financial and administrative affairs. One of its most important 
goals was the effort to realize the following (3): 


First, to be the main department for coordinating economic and social poli- 
cies and to be responsible for setting out policies in a unified framework. 


Second, to be characterized by adequate flexibility which would cause it to 
grow and open up with the growth in the liberalization of society. 


Third, to be realistic and take into account available capabilities and re- 
sources. 


In addition, the planning platform was drawn up in our country as "a group 
of carefully-studied economic and social policies formulated in a unified 
context to realize well-organized goals." This unified context is the 
"plan." It is monitored, policies are carried out, results are evaluated and 
measures which will guarantee the rectification of error or aberrant beha- 
vior are recommended. The plan is binding on the government sector and 
strongly recommended for the private sector. 


In addition, the national charter referred to "the adoption of the approach 
of scientific planning and the comprehensive programming of the entire eco- 
nomy. The development plan must be characterized by a comprehensive view so 
that an economic policy may be carried out in order to bring us from the 
current stage in which we rely basically on imports and foreign financing to 
the stage of self-sufficiency and self-reliance, encouraging private and 
mixed investments, domestic or Arab and foreign, without injustice or the 
exploitation of anyone" (4). 


For this reason, we have tried to give a rapid picture of planning activity 
in the Yemen Arab Republic from the time the government started to set out 
the 3-year program to now, as we are on the threshold of the third 5-year 
plan, as follows: 
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First: The 3-Year Development Program, from 1973-74 to 1975-76 


The program, starting in 1973-75, was the first attempt on which our country 
embarked in order to engage in planning activity. A beginning was made on 
that only after basic statistical data was established through the perform- 
ance of the first housing and population census. On the basis of the pro- 
gram, we observe that gross domestic product was expected to grow in fixed 
prices from 2,004,000,000 riyals in the base year (1972-73) to 6,763,000,000 
riyals in the third year of the program (1975-76), at a growth rate of 6 
percent (5). This was what had been planned for, but this rate was exceeded 
in the final year, since an average rate of growth of 7 percent was realized 
and gross domestic product then came to 7.57 billion riyals. The program 
also sought to increase investments from 311 million riyals in the base year 
to 1,263,000,000 riyals in the third year of the program; the growth rate in 
these was 60 percent. The government increased government spending for the 
sake of beginning to establish the modern state, with the increased expendi- 
tures its needs required, as well as increased spending on infrastructure 
projects. In addition, actual savings came to 305 million riyals and gross 
national savings came to 2,377,000,000 riyals in fixed prices. This may be 
attributed to an increase in forsign remittances. In addition, the balance 
of payments in the years of the 3-year development program realized a sur- 
plus of about 42 million riyals in the first year and about 1,425,'700,000 
riyals in the third year, and in addition there was a rise in other economic 
variables such as private and government consumption and a rise in average 
per capita income from 501 riyals in the first year to 564 riyals in the 
third year. Concerning the other sectors, these consisted of lists of basic 
and necessary projects such as education, health and other sectors. 


Second: The First 5-Year Plan 


The Yemen Arab Republic realized great economic channels [sic] in the plan 
period, since the annual rate of economic growth in the plan period came to 
7 percent (6). Revenues and expenditures grew by a real annual growth rate 
of 9.8 percent in fixed market prices for the year 1975-76, and gross domes- 
tic product grew by an annual growth rate of close to 6 percent, although 
that was less than the planned target, which was 8.2 percent. With respect 
to growth in the other sectors, development occurred in the construction of 
infrastructures, such necessary services as education and health were estab— 
lished and economic, social and administrative structures and so forth re- 
corded progress. However, some sectors experienced relative stagnation, such 
as the sector of agriculture, in which the rate of growth came to 8 percent 
in the years of the plan. That may be attributed to a number of factors, 
some natural, as well as others such as a shortage in financing. 


The annual growth rate in the processing industry sector rose to a level of 
11.7 percent, in the extraction industry by about 18.2 percent, in the elec- 
tricity and water sector by an annual growth rate of 20.4 percent and in the 
building and construction sector by 10.6 percent. They all exceeded the tar- 
gets that had been planned for them except for the building sector, for 
which 14.4 percent had been planned. The highest growth among sectors was 
realized in the sector of financial organizations, totalling 25.9 percent. 
That may be attributed to the great increase in the remittances of expatri- 
ates and the flow of Yemeni labor abroad. 
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In the transport and communications sector this was 7.7 percent as compared 
with a planned rate of 11.3 percent and in the sector of government services 
it was 10.4 percent as compared with a planned rate of 10 percent. Invest- 
ments in the plan came to about 1,558,000,000 riyals in fixed market prices 
for the base year 1975-76, that is, about 63 percent of total targeted in- 
vestments in the plan. 


The public and cooperation sectors received about 5,374,500,000 riyals, that 
is, 39 percent of total investments, and the private sector about 
6,183,500,000 riyals in market prices, that is, 53.5 percent. The rest con- 
sisted of loans and aid. 


In general, we find that the first 5-year plan achieved good success, in 
spite of the presence of cash liquidity, high inflation rates and the high 
price of imports from abroad, and consequently a rise in the deficit in the 
balance of trade and payments and local savings, which were negative. 


Third: The Second 5-Year Plan 


The second 5-year plan occurred in conjunction with the tenure of our bro- 
ther the president, commander and secretary general, Col 'Ali ‘Abdallah Sa- 
lih. It proceeded to concentrate on economic and social development in our 
country and take note of local capabilities and available resources. Conse- 
quently, it strove to realize specific goals of raising the level of perfor- 
mance in the economic sectors through an increase in the rates of growth of 
gross domestic product and sectoral rates of growth, for instance granting 
priority to the sector of agriculture and then to industry and mining and 
also the exploration for natural resources, so that they would be put into 
exploitation in the third 5-year plan, and also completing construction of 
the basic structures of the Yemeni economy, such as roads, transportation, 
postal service, education and health. [t strove to encourage investments in 
productive areas, guide imports, guarantee sources of local and foreign fi- 
nancing, carry out pilot projects such as the construction of the Ma'rib Dam 
and study new projects with economic feasibility. Thus we find that develop- 
ment at an average growth rate of 4.5 percent occurred in the major sectors 
and also that gross domestic product in the price of products grew 4.8 per- 
cent between 1981 and 1982, and it is expected that this rate will by the 
end of 1986 come to 5.8 percent, while it had been planned to grow at a rate 
of 6.8 percent a year during the plan period. The reason may be attributed 
to the presence of poor international economic circumstances and economic 
recession throughout the world, in addition to the presence of poor local 
circumstances, especially after the disaster of the earthquake which ob- 
structed the performance of some development projects and also the presence 
of drought during the first 3 years of the plan. 


Gross domestic product in market prices in 1981 was about 13,382,000,000 
riyals, while this figure came to 15,593,000,000 riyals in 1984. Product 
reached 16.46 billion riyals in 1985 and it is expected that it will reach 
17,845,000,000 in 1986, distributed among the main economic and service sec- 
tors, in addition to net indirect taxes and customs duties, while it had 
been planned to reach 18,162,000,000 riyals at the end of the plan. 


The accompanying Table One [shows] the development of the economic sectors 
in the years of the second 5-year plan. 
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Table One: Gross Domestic Product in Production Prices and Market Prices by 
Sectors, 1981-86, in Fixed 1981 Prices, Millions of Riyals 


Sectors 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 Average Expect- Planned 

of the age An- ed Rate Rate of 

Domestic al Rate of Growth 

Economy Growth Growth 1981-86 
1981-84 1981-86 


Agricul- 3,685 3,854 3,418 3,414 3,615 3,829 1.9 5.9 Ae2 
ture, 

Forests 

and Fish- 

ing 


Extrac- 156 «164 «29178 3829187) «199 M62 12 
tion In- 
dustries 


Process- 825 987 1,216 19345 1,550 1,803 17 16.3 13.5 
ing In- 
dustries 


Electri- 117 138 173 216 242 290 22.7 25 25 
city and 
Water 


Building 1,098 1,167 1,159 1,225 1,270 1,317 3.7 3.7 4-5 
and Con- 
struction 


Wholesale 2,046 2,140 2,095 2,150 2,189 2,226 1.7 1.7 6.0 
and Re- 

tail 

Trade 


Restau- 139 163 164 167 177 188 6.3 6.3 7.5 
rants and 
Hotels 


Transport 497 596 593s «625 666 761 7.6 7.6 6.0 
and Commu- 
nications 


Financial 550 598 736 773. 834 937 12.0 11.2 8.1 
Organiza- 
tions 


Real Es- 567 676 741 783 873 972 11.4 114 6.5 
tate and 

Labor ‘ 

Services 
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Personal 131 
and Social 
Services 


Crude Oil -- 
and Gas 


Total 9,806 


Less: 


Bank Ser- 211 
vices 
Computed 


Total, 
Sectors 


95595 


Producers 
of Gov- 
ernment 
Services 


2,129 


Non—Pro- 24 
fit Au- 
thorities 


Gross Do- 11,748 
mestic 

Product 

in Pro- 

duct 

Prices 


Net In- 
direct 
Taxes 


16,342 


Gross 
Domestic 
Product, 
at Mar- 
ket 
Price 


13,382 


10,636 10,627 


251 248 


10,385 10,379 


2,472 2,763 


27 31 


13,884 13,173 


1,832 2,057 


14,716 15,230 


2,751 


=o _—— 


11,040 11,796 12,993 


260 279 299 


10,780 11,517 12,694 


2,724 2,838 2,890 


32 35 38 


13,536 14,390 15,622 


2,057 2,070 2,223 


15,593 16,460 17,845 


7.0 


72 


4.9 


8.6 


10.0 


4.8 


8.0 


542 


7.0 


72 


6.3 


6.3 


10.0 


5.8 


8.0 


59 


8.1 


8.7 


6.3 


9.1 


8.5 


6.8 


8.2 


7.0 


The years 1985 and 1986 are estimated on the basis of anticipated growth 

rates for each sector in isolation, in accordance with the preliminary fig- 
ures available and published in AL-THAWRAH newspaper, Number 7,961, from the 
report presented to the third general conference. 


Central Planning Agency estimates on anticipated oil production (internal 
memorandum), Table One, p 3. 


7. Annual Book of Statistics for 1984, Central Planning Agency, General Sta- 
tistics Department, Table 12-3, p 358. 
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The sector of agriculture, forests and fishing developed at a growth rate of 
1.9 percent from 1981 to 1984, that is, from 3,685,000,000 in 1981 to ap- 
proximately 3,414,000,000 in 1984. However, according to the preliminary 
data, the growth rate in this sector in 1985 came to about 5.9 percent, that 
is, product in the agriculture sector will rise to about 3,615,000,000 ri- 
yals and about 3,829,000,000 riyals in view of the improvement of climatic 
conditions on the one hand, the increase of awareness of the importance of 
agriculture among Yemeni farmers and the high production of crops, especial- 
ly fruit and vegetables. In general, the agricultural sector's average 
growth rate in the plan years did not exceed 1 percent. 


The extractive industry sector has not received adequate attention although 
the 5-year plan has given attention to it, since the planned growth rate is 
12 percent, which is a large figure; nonetheless this sector realized an 
annual growth of 6.2 percent, rising from 156 million riyals in 1981 to 211 
million in 1986. 


With respect to the processing industry sector, we find that that realized a 
relatively high growth rate, above that which had been planned for it, since 
this rate came to 17 percent in 1984, as product rose from 825 million ri- 
yals in 1981 to 1,345,000,000 riyals in 1984, and it is expected that it 
will come to 1,853,000,000 riyals in 1986, for an average growth rate, from 
1981 to 1986, of 16.3 percent. The electricity and water sector came to 20 
percent from 1981 to 1986, while it had been planned that it would reach 25 
percent. The housing sector grew at an average growth rate of 3.7 percent 
and the transportation and communications sector by a growth rate of 7.6 
percent. The other sectors grew at rates close to those that had been 
planned for them. The most important revenue-realizing income sector in the 
final year of the plan is the oil and mineral resources sector, since the 
plan had considered the need for exploration and drilling only, while this 
sector has become a new source for the government, especially following the 
opening of the oil refinery in Ma'rib recently. 


Perhaps this is the most important development in the second 5-year plan, 
since it is expected that product from it will come to about 275 million 
riyals at the end of 1986. This has accounted for an increase in gross do- 
mestic product in product prices from 14.39 billion in 1985 to 
15,622,000,000 riyals in 1986; the rate of growth of product in production 
prices thus rose from 4.8 for the years 1981-84 to 5.8 from 1981 to 1986. On 
another hand, we find that the value of commodity and service imports de- 
clined from $1,927,000,000 in 1981 to about $1,366,000,000 in 1985. That 
would not have been possible had it not been for the measures taken to guide 
imports. 


The plan has also devoted attention to the area of government services, 
since we find a broad expansion in schools and institutes in all areas of 
the republic in the area of education. There were about 6,000 educational 
installations and more than 1.25 million male and female students in the 
academic year 1985-86. There were close to 13,000 male and female students 
in the same year at present in Sanaa University. 


In the area of health, the plan increased attention to this consideration. 


We find great expansion, since there are about 11 hospitals, 125 clinics and 
306 primary health care centers. 
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It is worth pointing out that there are activities and authorities which are 
not aimed at profits, such as the local cooperative development councils. It 
is expected that these sectors' product will come to about 38 million riyals 
in 1986, for an average growth in excess of the planned rate, since the rate 
of growth comes to about 15 percent while it was planned that it would grow 
at a rate of 8.5 percent. 


One can observe that final government consumer spending declined between 
1983 and 1984, totalling 7,449,000,000 and 7,135,000,000, respectively, as a 
result of the policy the government followed of guiding spending, developing 
exports and limiting imports in a manner which would be in keeping with our 
abilities to substitute goods and services locally. 


Table Two shows this with respect to the first years of the plan, from 1981 
to 1984. 


Table Two: Gross Domestic Product and Spending, 1981-84, in Current Prices, 
Millions of Riyals 


Category 1981 1982 1983 1984 


Final Government Consumer Spending 3,891 6,416 17,449 7,135 


Final Private Consumer Spending 12,467 13,530 14,189 14,837 
Total Fixed Capital Formation 55311 35,122 4,129 3,945 
Changes in Reserves 219 240 -148 ~90 
Exports of Goods and Services 1,130 958 1,126 1,178 


Less Imports of Goods and Services 9,636 10,397 9,575 8,955 
Spending on Gross Domestic Product 13,382 15,869 17,170 17,950 

8. Table 15/12, Annual Book of Statistics for 1984, p 380. 

Fourth: Perspectives of the Third 5-Year Plan 

Since the third 5-year plan must strive to reduce the economic gaps which 
occurred in the first and second plan periods, it was necessary to strive to 
rely on certain important economic sectors and rectify the existing imbal- 
ance between the formation of income from production and the formation of 
income from spending and between local commodity production and the citi- 
zens' increasing material requirements. Concentration has been on the commo- 
dity producing sectors, since they enjoy priority. These are, in order: 

The agriculture and fish resources sector. 


The oil and mineral resources sector. 


Human resource development and improvement. 
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The processing industry sector based on the processing of local raw materi- 
als. 


In addition to all that, it is necessary to put emphasis on transcending a 
negative level of local savings, since gross domestic product is sufficient 
to pay for an acceptable minimum final national consumption in the govern- 
ment sector, families and individuals and make the shift to the stage of 
positive domestic savings of goods and services necessary to expand invest- 
ment with reliance on intrinsic local resources and reduce the need for fo- 
reign aid, grants and assistance to finance consumption and investment, a- 
bove and beyond the objective the government aims at in realizing the great- 
est possible degree of justice in the distribution of the fruits and results 
of development among the various classes in all areas equally. Therefore the 
plan of local cooperative development councils has had an effective role in 
realizing this goal. On the other hand, the realization of balance in the 
people's basic needs must be emphasized within the framework of production 
in the society (production, distribution, trade and consumption) and its 
expanded rejuvenation, the harmonization of productive relations and all 
political, economic and noneconomic activities in a manner in keeping with 
the attainment of the premises of the previous third 5-year plan, which is 
considered the actual goal of the coming 5-year plans. 


It is necessary to set out a "group of rules and procedures which the gov- 
ernment will adopt and carry out in order to direct its economic and social 
activities and the activities of combining the organizations operating in 
the domestic economy for the sake of organizing their internal relations 
among themselves and with the outer world" (9). These rules and procedures 
can be called economic and social policies -- the most prominent of which 
are price policy, investment policy, trade policy, financial policy (in its 
various tax, credit and monetary branches), wage and salary policy and the 
like -- in order that the general framework of the plan may be set out on a 
basis of reasonable justice derived from actual conditions as far as the 
grwoth of gross domestic product, the volume of investments, determination 
of investment sources and the manpower plan are concerned. According to the 
various economic branches, we will ultimately arrive at the volume of gross 
domestic product anticipated at the end of the period of the third 5-year 
plan. 


Conclusion 


From the foregoing, we find that the Yemen Arab Republic began to adopt the 
programming and planning approach 13 years ago. We are now in the final year 
of the second 5-year plan, which is the base year of the coming plan. There- 
fore, it is necessary to evaluate our planning experiment with the objective 
of improving it and benefiting from it in setting out the coming plar., by 
making a comprehensive evaluation in the framework of small units, then fol- 
lowing that up, so that we can finally arrive at a comprehensive evaluation 
at the overall level. This requires an effort which must be carried out by 
the competent authorities. In addition, the planning approach must be found- 
ed on the basis of setting out the plan at the lowest level, then setting 
out various interrelationships. It is necessary to set out a plan for a 
factory and also for an administrative unit so that ultimately we can arrive 
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at a comprehensive national plan which will take intrinsic resources and 
capabilities and the effort to develop and improve them into account. On the 
other hand, it is necessary to set out some necessary preconditions for 
planning activity in our country. These are: 


First, the basic preconditions: 


The general people's conference devoted most of its attention to economic 
activity, in particular the setting out of a plan and economic affuirs com- 
mittee at its various conferences. This means that it gives scientific plan- 
ning activity most of its attention, as the national charter stressed, as- 
serting the maturity of the political preconditions which will effectively 
contribute to the success of our country's planning activity. 


Second, the economic preconditions: 


By this is meant the establishment of a strong economic base relying on the 
construction of infrastructures in the society and creation of an effective 
economic instrument which is able to apply government policies. This instru- 
ment is the construction of a strong public sector which is able to compete. 


Third, the preconditions of statistics and the organization of indices: 


Owing to the presence of political and economic preconditions, it is possi- 
ble to obtain information and statistics which will guarantee the success of 
planning activity as well as further organizational activity and create ad- 
ministrative organizational forms which will enable the government to guide 
the domestic economy toward its planned goals of bringing about forms of 
economic and social progress. In this regard, it is necessary to set out 
actual material quantitative and valuational indices, indices bearing on 
labor and so forth from economic indices which ultimately will contribute to 
the setting out of successful economic plans. 


Therefore it is necessary to strive to realize further success in the above— 
mentioned preconditions which it is considered most important to adopt so 
that we may actually participate in the building of a prosperous, progress-— 
ive Yemen. 
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PAKISTAN 


INTERVIEW WITH GHULAM MUSTAFA JATOI, CHAIRMAN OF NEWLY FORMED NPP 
Lahore CHATAN in Urdu 7 Sep 86 pp 10-15 


[Interview with Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, Chairman of Newly Formed National 
People's Party [NPP]; 1 Sep 1986] 


[Excerpts] On 30 Aug a new party parallel to Miss Benazir Bhutto's PPP 
[Pakistan People's Party] was created under the name of NPP [National 
People's Party] by dissolving and amalgamating Musawat Party and Progressive 
People's Party and by bringing together dissidents and groups that broke 

off from PPP [Pakistan People's Party]. After approving the constitution 
and basic aims and objectives of the new party at a convention of political 
workers in Lahore on 31 August and like Mr Bhutto retaining quite a lot of 
power for party officials yet to be nominated, its chairman-elect Ghulam 
Mustafa Jatoi during his first ever brief interview with CHATAN in his capa- 
city as leader of NPP expressed his views on some important ana fundamental 
political issues likely to create astonishment and sensation. He was so 
busy that he could barely spare 20-25 minutes for the interview excusing 
himself and promising to give a second interview but his first brief inter- 
view can duly prove to be helpful in explaining his future line of action 
and the real aims and objectives of the new party. In what way the new 
political party can contribute towards the historical process which is in 
progress is yet to be known. However CHATAN's interview under consideration 
can be heipful in this respect. 


Question: Pakistan's international stand is that it is acquiring nuclear 
energy for peaceful purposes. You have only recently formed your party under 
the name of National People's Party. Will you tell us whether becoming an 
atomic power, that is making atom bombs would be in our country's interest. 
What is your and your party's stand on this issue? 


Answer: As far as Pakistan's nuclear technology is concerned Pakistan is 
an independent country. It has every right to develop and obtain nuclear 
technology so that by benefitting from modern technology we may be able to 
take our due place in the comity of advanced nations, use the technology 
for the development of our country. No country should obstruct our way and 
neither should we give any importance to this obstruction. For the sake 

of the development and posperity of our country we should make every effort 
to achieve nuclear technology but we should concentrate on it only up to 
the point of using it for peaceful purposes only. I am definitely not in 
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in favor of Pakistan making atom bombs because if you make one atom bomb 
others will make ten and this will lead to a never ending process and an 
arms race in South Asia. That is why I believe that Pakistan should use 
nuclear technology purely for peaceful purposes only. 


Question: Mr Jatoi if the enemy already has a stock of atom bombs then how 
can we close our eyes and disregard their dangerous designs? 


Answer: But this does not solve the problem. However we must abstain from 
the atomic race. Our point of view should be to use nuclear energy for the 
development and prosperity of the country and not be mixed up with the arms 
race. Once we get involved in this race then it will be difficult for us 
to fight them and we will have to face overwhelming financial problems. 


Question: But Mr Jatoi, we must also think of our country's defence and 
survival. And as I have said earlier that the enemy is fully equipped with 
atom bombs. How can we utterly disregard this dangerous fact? 


Answer: I have made my point clear. It is up to you to agree or differ. 
I believe that we should use nuclear technology for peaceful purposes only. 


Question: Is Bhuttoism and Pakistan bound together with each other? 


Answer: Not at all. I do not know what Bhuttoism is and what is meant by 
it. I am totally unaware of the meaning of this terminology. What they 
mean by Bhottism I am at a loss to understand. 


Question: In case your party comes to power will it be bound to repay the 
loans given to the present government? 


Answer: Loans have been received by the country. If they have been misused 
then it is a different matter altogether. We will have to keep in mind our 
credibility in international affairs. Other countries have advanced loans 
to Pakistan how can we possibly refuse to repay the loans once we are in 
power. We will have to repay these loans because as you know these loans 
are not given to individuals. In any case keeping in mind the honor and 
dignity of our country we must not do anything that will damage its inter- 
national image. We will have to avoid such actions as far as possible. 


Question: The present government has entered into treaties and agreements 
during its tenure of office. If your party comes into power will it respect 
these treaties? 


Answer: It is not absolutely necessary for us to maintain or accept these 
treaties under any condition. We will evaluate these treaties and agreements 
all over again. If we find they are in our country's interest then we will 
maintain them. If these treaties are not in the interest of the country 
then we are not bound to accept them. 


Question: In your opinion how far does the 1973 constitution allow the 
formation of national government and holding new elections? 
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Answer: The 1973 constitution does have the capacity to allow elections 
anytime. It does not obstruct holding new elections. We too would like 

to hold elections under the 1973 constitution because it accepts the presence 
of political parties. As far as national government is concerned I will 

say that the 1973 constitution does not in any way obstruct the formation 

of a new government because the current assembly is not representative and 
we do not recognize this assembly. The current government was formed during 
elections held on non-party basis, as such its representative capacity cannot 
be recognized. The government later realizing this fact formed a party. 

We say that they do not have a mandate and without a mandate of the people 
no government can be said to be representative. They have got themselves 

in everything and all of them are busy with their own interest. They have 
become chairmen of the National Assembly after spending hundreds of 
thousands of rupees. They are not certain about their future. They are 
doing as much as they can today. They are busy collecting wealth with both 
hands. They do not care about the interests of the poor. They are busy 
looking after their own interest. They do not know how much longer they 
will be able to survive and when they will be leaving. The present govern- 
ment is very weak and unstable. It does not enjoy the support of the people 
and is aware that it is not representative in character. They are victims 

of deprivation and as such are incapable of solving the problems facing the 
country, neither do they have talent or competence to cope with it. This 

is why we want that a national government be established. Forming a national 
government is not difficult. The country's interest demand that a national 
government should be formed as soon as possible. All the politicians in 

the country should come together and on the basis of mutual understanding 
decide to hold elections within six months or a year to form a national 
government. Maximum period of one year should be allowed for holding elec- 
tions to form a national government. It should have to hold elections on 
party basis. When all the parties are united then no one will have any cause 
for complaints and an atmosphere of confidence will prevail. 


Question: Mr Jatoi you do not recognize the present government just because 
it has come into power under non-party basis. I would like to draw your 
attention to Ayub Khan's government. During his tenure of office elections 
were held not only on non-party basis, but much worse than that on the basis 
of basic democratic system. Most prominent politicians participated in the 
elections including you and now you object to non-party system though you 
gained prominence and popularity through non-party elections. 


Answer: Conditions in the country keep on changing. Just as everything 

has its period of ascendency similarly every system too has its own pinnacle 
of glory. There is no use repeating old issues. Let us talk, keeping in 
view the problems and conditions as they stand today. Taking into considera- 
tion the daily routine problems it is necessary to hold elections on the 
basis of party system so as to put an end to the ever increasing restlessness 
and political fear. 


Question: Yes so a precedent was established in the past? 


Answer: Very well, yes. Let us saya precedent was established. But now 
there has been an awakening of political consciousness among the people. 
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They want democracy at any cost and are eager for the restoration and 
strengthening of democratic institutions, as such examples of past incidents 
cannot be cited. Let us consider the present conditions. You know what 
happened when agitation was started against the government in 1977. Didn't 
the people support the uprising directed against us in 1977. The people 
started a movement against the government. It had the backing of the people 
though it resulted from irregularities in elections in respect to some seats. 


Question: Only some seats? 3 
Answer: Oh yes only 18 seats. Asghar Khan's statement is on record. 


Question: Mr Jatoi when the Chief Election Commissionery started investiga- 
tions against your government's Attorney General Yahya Bakhtiyar, the 
government deprived the election commissioner of all authority. If the 
government had not taken away his authority then instead of 18, the proof 
regarding numerous seats would have been found. 


Answer: This is about some later occurrence but I am talking about the 
incidents that took place on the first day when elections took place on 2 
March and Asghar Khan addressing some news correspondents during a press 
conference on 8 March said that fraud was committed on 18 seats and so his 
party was boycotting provincial elections. Asghar Khan's statement in this 
respect is preserved in the records. Since the people could not tolerate 
fraud committed for 18 seats I say that the people will not tolerate anything 
against democracy. 


Question: Since you insist that president Ziaul Haq should resign and reject 
holding talks with Junejo, who and how will the elections be conducted? 

Whom will you authorize to hold elections, the ministry of justice or the 
army? 


Answer: Currently Mohammad Khan Junejo is in power. He can hold elections. 
Should he fail or if he is incapable of holding elections then I will answer 
your second question. 


Question: What does your party think about socialism? 


Answer: There are many kinds of socialism, which one are you talking about. 
This country has been deceived in the name of socialism. As far as Islam 
is concerned which Islamic sect would you prefer. Many political groups 
and people too have deceived the people and people in their turn have many 
a time been decieved in the name of Islam. This is why we did not give the 
people a slogan. We want a benevolent state where the poor can live a life 
of honor and dignity. Our party is thinking of a benevolent state which 

no other party in the country has ever thought of before. 


Question: Do you think that NAP [National Awami Party] and NPP [National 
People's Party] can be amalgamated into one party? 
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Answer: Question of amalgamation does not arise. If there was any possi- 
bility of uniting with any party then I myself would have joined some party 
and it would not have been necessary to form a new party. You will see 
National People's Party organized throughout the country. It will gain 
popularity in all the provinces. It will become a national party. God will- 
ing very soon you will have an idea about its popularity. 


Question: What is the position of Qadianis in your party. Will you maintain 
president Zia's decisions regarding them? 


Answer: I believe in the 1973 constitution. 


Question: Do you favor a confederation between, Iran, Afghanistan, India, 
Bangladesh and Pakistan? 


Answer: I will decide when I come to that point. We will do whatever is 
in the country's interest. 


Question: Will you support the moveto make Bahawalpur and Kashmir a province 
of Pakistan? 


Answer: We will keep in mind the desires and objectives of the people when 
elections are held. 


9315/12948 
CSO: 4656/2 - END - 
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